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Modern day summitry, its perils and its prospects

[GS Paper I: World History |

cross the world, there is broad

agreement, including in the area of

politics and diplomacy, that a strong

leader can be useful. The term, no
doubt, carries more than one interpretation, but
is generally taken to mean a leader who
concentrates a great deal of power in his hands
and dominates both a wide swathe of public
policy and also the political party to which he or
she belongs.

In today’s world, United States President
Donald Trump and India’s Prime Minister
Narendra Modi are presumed to fall into this
category. Confirming this perception very
recently, Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni
(addressing a Conservative Political Action
Conference in Washington via video link)
mentioned Mr. Trump and Mr. Modi as two
strong leaders who are now shaping ‘A New
Conservative Movement’. Both leaders also
appear more than willing to engage in modern
day summit diplomacy, even though it contains
both positives and negatives as far as outcomes
are concerned. Wielding power decisively has its
benefits. However, belief in one’s sole judgment
can have many negative consequences or fallout.
Nevertheless, summit diplomacy has increasingly
become the stock-in-trade of ‘maximum leader’
when it comes to issues such as war and peace.

From the past to the present

Most commentators link the beginning of summit
diplomacy to the Congress of Vienna (1814-15),
which sought to reshape the map of Europe after
the Napoleonic Wars. More recently, summit
diplomacy has been resorted to in conflict
resolution and peace building. The Camp David
Accords, signed in 1978, which led to a tentative
peace between Egypt and Israel, is a conspicuous
example of the success of modern day summitry.
Another significant instance of the advantage of
summit diplomacy was the interaction between
U.S. President Ronald Reagan and General
Secretary Mikhail S. Gorbachev, leader of the
Soviet Union, which helped to significantly
reduce Cold War tensions. However, there are
many more instances of failures than successes in
the course of resorting to summit diplomacy.
More often than not, the desire for visible success
at a summit leads to superficial agreements or
compromises that lack substance.

This is more true in the case of leaders who,
notwithstanding the real outcome, are anxious to
sustain their image of being a strong leader. A
classic instance of this was how the West
misinterpreted reality in the case of Iraq under
Saddam Hussein, viz., regarding the possession of
nuclear weapons by him. Summit diplomacy is,
hence, fraught with several complexities.

The perils of ‘pseudo’ summit diplomacy are
clearly evident in the backdrop of recent
exchanges between Mr. Trump and Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy. Their heated
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exchanges in the White House, on February 28,
2025, showcase summit diplomacy at its worst.
Summitry is normally conducted in private. The
Zelenskyy-Trump summitry took place instead in
the glare of publicity, and what it achieved was
providing Mr. Zelenskyy another opportunity for
‘grandstanding’ rather than finding a solution or a
mutually acceptable outcome for the Ukraine
conflict. Seldom has a discussion between leaders
degenerated to levels that were seen during the
Trump-Zelenskyy exchanges, much of it on
television. With Mr. Zelenskyy almost ‘daring’ Mr.
Trump, well aware of his nature, this could have
but one result. Mr. Trump’s response was,
therefore, not unexpected, and his diktat to Mr.
Zelenskyy to accept the deal or else have the U.S.
opt out of the Ukraine-Russia imbroglio was a ‘fait
accompli’.

Mr. Zelenskyy's embarking on a new variant of
summit diplomacy was by going to Washington
with an offer to seal an agreement with the U.S.
on handing over many billions of dollars worth of
‘mineral rights’, in repayment for past U.S.
military aid to Ukraine.

The sequel to this is in some ways even more
problematic. Europe, caught in the cross hairs of
the Trump-Zelenskyy exchanges, was seen
scrambling to put in place an alternative. A
hurriedly arranged meeting, in London, of 19
European leaders, put forward a fresh menu of
sentiments, but which was lacking in substance.
The declaration by the Prime Minister of the
United Kingdom that Europe must “do the heavy
lifting” for the future defence of Ukraine at a
summit which took place “at a crossroads in
history today”, further adding that his country
was ‘willing to put boots on the ground and
planes in the air to support a deal’ which was met
with acclaim. He did not, however, forget to add
— possibly as an afterthought — that no two
countries were more closely aligned than the UK.
and the U.S. The latter sentiment is, perhaps,
more real. The dominant sentiment in Europe,
meanwhile, appears to be that the U.S. under Mr.
Trump is in no mood to pursue former U.S.
President Joe Biden’s strategy of supporting
Zelenskyy's Ukraine.

India and a working visit

The Trump-Zelenskyy exchanges are seen in
some quarters as further enhancing Mr. Trump’s
reputation in the realm of global politics today as
being a ‘bully’, but this may not be all too true. In
the meeting held between Mr. Trump and Mr.
Modi during the Indian leader’s brief working
visit on February 13, 2025, there was little
evidence of ‘bullying’ despite Mr. Trump’s
opposition to India’s tariffs and tariff barriers.
The U.S. President did, however, lash out at the
tariff barriers erected by India, warning that there
could be serious consequences as a result. The
exchanges were, however, civil and did not
tantamount to ‘bullying’. No doubt, the U.S. side

sought concessions and Mr. Modi did make some,
but there is no evidence that he buckled under a
‘Trump onslaught. The general consensus among
analysts worldwide is that as far as the
Modi-Trump meeting is concerned, the latter was
not the obvious winner in the exchanges. Instead,
the two ‘strong leaders’ seemed to adhere to
Newton'’s “Third Law of Motion’, in which there
are no winners or losers. One should not,
however, overlook ‘the bait’ the U.S. President
held out to India - the sale of F-35 fighter jets to
India.

The Joint Statement issued at the end of the
Modi-Trump talks was, however, ‘a masterpiece
in obfuscation’, long on possible collaboration
while containing a gratuitous nod to India’s
security concerns across Asia. The hidden agenda
was, no doubt, on how best to increase U.S.
defence sales to India. The offer of possibly the
best aircraft in the world, the F-35 (which has so
far not been available to India) was the “icing on
the cake’ since this was a proposal that the Indian
Air Force could be expected to use to pressurise
the civil administration into accepting it as a
counterweight to China. All in all, this was the
best of possible outcomes, but given Mr. Trump’s
penchant for producing surprises, the outcome of
the first meeting between Mr. Modi and President
Trump (in his second avatar) is probably yet to be
determined.

The Indian Prime Minister did resort to various
stratagems to prepare the ground for his meeting
with Mr. Trump. The meetings with the U.S.
Director of National Intelligence, Tulsi Gabbard,
the National Security Adviser, Michael Waltz, and
industrialist and Tesla CEQ, Elon Musk, prior to
the Trump meet reveal a degree of careful
preparation, given the U.S. President’s image as
someone who makes few concessions. In any
case, there are no set guidelines for a summit
meeting of this kind. Further, in summit
diplomacy, there are seldom clear cut winners or
losers.

In perspective

Mr. Trump’s initial forays into summit diplomacy,
however, do not quite fit the mould of summitry
in diplomacy, which is principally aimed at
conflict resolution and peace building at one
level, and building relationships and trust at
another. The truth is that notwithstanding sharp
divergences in national interests and power
imbalances, most world leaders today embark on
summit diplomacy without adequate
preparation. It often turns into a public relations
exercise without worthwhile outcomes.
Nevertheless, summit diplomacy will continue to
occupy a vital, and often indispensable, place in
modern international relations. It is even possible
that summit diplomacy will become even more
crucial in a world facing increasingly complex
challenges which demand collective actions and
cooperation.

Modern day summitry, its perils and its prospects
ameyfa T At Rrex Feahfa, s goifaar s gamaame

The Role of Strong Leaders
A AdTHT Y AT

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road,
id : info@patrioticias.in
9971932488

Contact Number :
patrioticias.in

Website :

Gorakhpur

Page2



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

e Across the world, there is a belief that a strong leader can be beneficial, particularly in
politics and diplomacy.

gferaT o & I8 AT ¢ U AT AT BRIGHS 8 AT ¢, W Astediiar A
Feafa 7|

e Astrong leader is often defined as someone who concentrates power and
dominates public policy and political parties.

TS A AT 98 g § S T H 49 greit F SRy Fan § 34k e A s
TSIifed gl 9T THTE STerel ¢ |

o Examples: U.S. President Donald Trump and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi
are considered strong leaders.

IETEOT: AN AU SNeATes € 3N HRART TTHAHAT 7Y AT Al AT AT ALl
AT 8l

e ltalian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni recently cited Trump and Modi as leaders
shaping "A New Conservative Movement."

STl Y TUTTHAT SATTSAT AT 7 &TeT & & €9 3R A 1 AT TRl g FHr
3R S aTel AdT ST

The Evolution of Summit Diplomacy

e Fesifa &1 s

e Summit diplomacy dates back to the Congress of Vienna (1814-15), which reshaped
Europe after the Napoleonic Wars.

fRIaT geaifar i qeand 1814-15 # Rraen w1 A g8, 5w Afaras Zeui & a1g I09
T gerataeT faam|

e Modern examples:

o 1978 Camp David Accords — Peace between Egypt and Israel.

o Cold War talks between U.S. President Ronald Reagan and Soviet leader
Mikhail Gorbachev — Helped reduce tensions.

o Failures: Many summits result in superficial agreements that lack depth.

° mﬂﬁ?m

o 1978 %y 3fas wHElar — @AW 3 o™ F & ifa|

o AR Iegafa Paares Herer 3 WfdTa A s Mg A do& — offa Iqur
q1g HH FIA & A |

o HAHAAY: Fs RIER Jos et TAsital & gaTed el &, fSre7ey a18ws v el gl
gl
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The Risks of Summit Diplomacy

fRrex Feelifa & @
o Leaders focus on their personal image rather than actual outcomes.
AT arEafa® TROTHAT F T el AT BT T &A1 Higa w3 &

e Example: Saddam Hussein and the Irag War — The West misinterpreted
intelligence about nuclear weapons, leading to war.

SETETOT: HeglH gl R T Jau — TRT# J TATY] §AIRT A Ireret sarean i, Fad
o g3l

e Pseudo summit diplomacy can lead to chaotic negotiations instead of real conflict
resolution.

Be BT Fealfa aredias T GATUT & ol ]I T3t oo ol 81

Trump-Zelenskyy Summit: A Case Study
TU-StelTh A do&: v Ireaad

e February 28, 2025: Donald Trump and Ukraine’s Volodymyr Zelenskyy held a
highly publicized summit in Washington.

28 HYadY, 2025: 31163 €9 3R T F TR Faedhr F aiflieres # vs safos
TaTRd ey da& |

e The meeting turned into a heated public exchange, where Zelenskyy challenged
Trump on live TV.

4oF TF IRARRH WASTAF 68 H 96T 7S, ST Acleh! of €7 I d15d St W ot &Y
e Trump issued an ultimatum: Accept the U.S. deal, or the U.S. would withdraw
support for Ukraine against Russia.

<9 A T HediAes . ar a oot AR 1 ard 71, 3172 AR T & @ems
AL qT9H M|

o Zelenskyy offered mineral rights in exchange for military aid, making diplomacy
look like a business transaction.

FoIEh & AT WA & Fgor WiAer wATHE F HAFR & Ay Jerwar F, AR HeAta
SR deT-&eT St erarat et |

European Response and Fallout

i SRR 3 e aRom

o Europe felt sidelined in Trump-Zelenskyy talks, leading to an urgent meeting in
London with 19 European leaders.

T 7 & HT ST-FAATh! arar & 39T Feqw B, [Sad dea & 19 Jdrr Aansit Hir
AT doF TS TS|
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e UK Prime Minister announced military support, saying Europe must take
responsibility for Ukraine’s defense.

T & gerera F A7 AT Y @rworm Y, Tg FHecd g o JUT HY TgheT Y 6T A
st o= gt

o Europe criticized Trump’s stance, realizing U.S. policy had shifted from Biden’s
approach.

TG A €T & TG 1 el =11 Y, Tg AgGH A gU o JARHT 1 Afey amgear & eiveamor
¥ e g g B

e Trump’s unpredictable foreign policy left allies uncertain about future U.S.
commitments.

T Y Iyt fager A & gt s sifasy 7 3AREr ufdseganit @ aa
AT 1 feam|

Conclusion: Prospects and Risks of Summitry

forsad: fraw e it wemaent sk fEs

e Summit diplomacy has both advantages and risks: It can resolve major conflicts,
but also lead to superficial deals and global instability.

It geaifa & wrae 3R THur gl §: Tg a3 Rarel F g F FHd @, At TcTd
gagital 3 AT rfeuRar #1 8ft 5er & T B

e Strong leaders like Trump and Modi prefer direct negotiations, but these can be
high-risk and unpredictable.

HIAGE AdT, 5 9 AR A, TeHaT T Fi araffgar & 8, dfer 3 3o Af@w sk
AT &Y FFhell &

e The future of summitry depends on balancing power and diplomatic caution.

e Feahfa 1 afas afFa agere skt Teafe gadar w1 fask s

India and a working visit
R 3R v HRF I
Trump-Zelenskyy Exchanges vs. Modi-Trump Meeting

e Trump-Zelenskyy exchanges have strengthened Trump's reputation as a global
bully, but this was not evident in his meeting with Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on February 13, 2025.
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EY-AEHT ATt A 0 1 g g o Y 31K ASTa fra, AfF 77 13 wead 2025 @t
AT TUTFET 13g AYY o TTU 3oTehT Soh H 1eT [GaT|

Despite Trump's criticism of India’s tariff barriers, the discussions were civil and did
not amount to bullying.

HR & R wfaaut o g0 it et F aaeg, aadd Rise W 3 5@ e a9

TEY g ST HhdT|
Modi made some concessions, but there is no evidence that he succumbed to
Trump's pressure.

A o Fo R &, AfeheT 3T IS THT0T T § BF egier € & gara F gy R

Key Takeaways from Modi-Trump Meeting

HIEY-ET 4o F A&7 fsad

Newton’s Third Law of Motion: The meeting did not produce a clear winner or loser.
e & ey a1fer fager &ir o, 58 oo A FI§ Fave [srar ar qufara gt |

F-35 fighter jets offer: Trump offered India the advanced F-35 fighter jets, which had
not been available to India before.

F-35 BI85 A< YFATE: TT o HR PY Joeidd F-35 TSTH FAATT T Ferher A7, S gt -
F 3T oTET |

The Joint Statement was vague, focusing on broad collaboration while subtly
promoting U.S. defense sales to India.

YT T HEISE T, [STTH AT FEANT R &7 AT 137, olfehet R Y 3rARHY
Y&t s aorer 1 Wb off o o

The Indian Air Force is likely to push for the F-35 deal, citing it as a counterweight
to China's military strength.

HRAT arg AT FHT: F-35 HIS FY 31 qgreah, 58 et At A7 ATFT F1 Aol T &
T 7 TEIT AT ST T ¢

Modi’s Strategic Preparations Before Meeting Trump

¢T W HATHIT @ Tgel AT Y W dardy

Meetings before Trump Summit:
o Tulsi Gabbard (U.S. Director of National Intelligence)
o Michael Waltz (U.S. National Security Adviser)
o Elon Musk (Tesla CEO & Industrialist)

<9 { FATHIT & 95 HT S5
o gad aars (AR wdr givar fAdee)
o ATFHA dlecst (AN T FI&T FAGHFR)
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o Ul AFH (ST & Hig3N 3R e@erafa)

These preparations suggest a well-planned approach, considering Trump's
reputation for tough negotiations.

A TR 0 i FHfdaT arel At Y LT # W@ gU o IS ¥ ¥ Wr-wHe oS
F gaitelt §

Summit diplomacy lacks fixed guidelines, making preparation essential for
favorable outcomes.

T Feahfa & foe 718 Aftaa Renfader 7@ @1, safov srqger alomt & fore dardr
HEcaqor gieht ¢

The Reality of Summit Diplomacy
Rrax ge=ifa S adfaswar

Summit diplomacy should aim at conflict resolution and trust-building, but in
practice, many leaders use it as a public relations exercise.

e Feeifar 1 35 Wk et 3 frearw fasior ghar @few, dfsht caagR &, 7§
a1 30 Fad IR FT A TT o & |

Trump’s approach does not align with traditional summit diplomacy, which
prioritizes peace-building and relationship management.

@ﬁwﬁﬁmwmﬁmﬂﬁm,sﬁmﬁrﬁﬁwmmmaﬁ
T HehdT &t &

Despite its flaws, summit diplomacy remains crucial in a world facing complex
global challenges.

3F ANl F Frasg, T Fedfa smyfas gfaar & agcaqet =0 w@ah, Fifs dRaw
FHEITIHT FT FATUTT FeAeT & 8§ 6T B
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A school closure that must be called out

GS Paper I: Socie

he order to close down the only
T Gondi-medium school in a village of

Maharashtra raises important questions.
The school was started in Mohgaon village in the
Fifth Schedule area of the Gadchiroli district, in
2019, as a result of a resolution by the gram
panchayat, for tribal students to achieve better
learning outcomes by imparting primary
education in their mother tongue. This initiative
was in consonance with Article 29 of the
Constitution, which provides minorities the right
to preserve distinct languages, scripts and
cultures, and Article 350(a) which mandates that
the state should make adequate provisions so that
children of minority groups may receive
instruction in their mother tongue.

However, the local administration has argued
that as the school is not registered under the
Right to Education Act, 2009, its standards
cannot be monitored. Non-recognition would
also jeopardise the future of students when they
transition to higher classes. However, an
education officer has said that in case of closure,
the students will be ‘absorbed’ in other schools.

Subordination by bias
While the objection of the administration is
couched in bureaucratic language, it must be
empbhasised that the question of recognition is
fundamentally a question of power, and only
derivatively that of procedure. Non-recognition of
the school is linked to the structural and
socio-political subordination of the Adivasi
communities owing to the normative bias of the
state against their language and culture.
Therefore, spotlighting the moral and political
context of this ‘bureaucratic’ refusal by the local
administration becomes important.

Jawaharlal Nehru was of the firm view that the
Adivasi communities must grow according to

Anshul Trivedi

is a member of the
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The order to
close down
Maharashtra’s
only

Gondi-medium
school is also an

affront to the
Constitution

their own genius. His view was informed by the
historical experience of the past two centuries
which saw many tribal communities being driven
to the verge of extinction as a result of the vicious
violence unleashed by the colonial state across
the world.

Therefore, the Constitution has provisions to
preserve and protect the tribal way of life — rights
over land, language, culture and customs. These
provisions are intended to enable tribal
communities to participate in the process of
nation-building while guarding against the loss of
their identity.

Forces of absorption

However, the forces of absorption, which operate
in the secular and religious realms, have had an
immensely deleterious impact on the tribal
communities since Independence. In the secular
realm, absorption is carried out by the state and
the market, while in the religious realm,
absorption is carried out through the denigration,
distortion and erasure of tribal religious beliefs.
Both these forces of absorption complement each
other.

This particular case, of the school’s possible
closure, is one of absorption through the state
which is operationalised through the
non-recognition of the elements of tribal culture.
This is reflected most clearly in the current status
of Adivasi languages in the Constitution. Out of
the 22 languages included in the Eighth Schedule,
major tribal languages such as Gondi and Bhili
are absent.

Gondi, which according to the 2011 Census, is
spoken by more than 29 lakh people primarily
across six States, is not included within the
Eighth Schedule. Therefore, the state has no
obligation to promote it at the national level.

On the contrary, Sanskrit, which is considered

the Devbhasha or the language of the gods, is
spoken by less than 25,000 people across the
country, is listed in the Eighth Schedule. The
contrast between Sanskrit and Gondi is necessary
in this context because both are minority
languages. Both are unlikely to be amplified by
the market nor can they be considered necessary
in getting employment. However, both these
minority languages have contrasting fates due to
the socio-political power wielded by the
community which seeks to promote them — one
is recognised by the state while the other is
neglected.

Specificity of Adivasi languages

The need to confer state recognition becomes all
the more important in the case of Adivasi
communities because their culture has an oral
tradition which includes their originary myths,
religious beliefs and tales of the past. In the
present context, given the rapid erosion of the
Adivasi identity due to the clearing of forests,
increasing urbanisation and rampant
marketisation of society, the primary site of the
construction of the Adivasi identity (historical
memory which is transmitted orally) may face
danger. The extinction of an Adivasi language
might cause irreparable loss to that identity.
Therefore, Adivasi languages must be accorded
special status to ensure their protection.

It is ironic that those who claim to follow the
Constitution, which derives its legitimacy from
“we, the people’, recognise and promote the
Devbhasha but neglect the Janbhasha (language of
the people) of the Adivasi people. This gross
moral failure must be addressed. It can be
remedied, with the first step being the
recognition of the Gondi-speaking school in focus
and then expanding such schools. This would be
in line with the spirit of the Constitution as well.

A school closure that must be called out
UF FHol dal [N 3SR HIAT HTERTF §

Closure of Gondi-medium School in Maharashtra

HERTSE H NS-ATEAH THel 7 9 grel

e The only Gondi-medium school in Mohgaon village (Gadchiroli district,
Maharashtra) was ordered to be closed.

FERTSE & eI forek & Aigena ana 7 oy vawa AH-aA1ews THer F dg A F

Jreer & sram|

o Established in 2019, it was started by the gram panchayat to help tribal students
learn in their mother tongue for better learning outcomes.

2019 & FUIRT 36 THel Y ATH T EIRT T 6T 3147 41, AT igare o =it
ATHTST 3 R8T 1o F: dga dE 7|

e The school followed Article 29 (right to preserve distinct language and culture) and
Article 350(A) (mandates instruction in mother tongue for minorities).

Ig Tohel Ieeidg 29 (fARISe H19T AR FERT Y TR L 1 IUHR) 3R rfede
350(A) (TCTEETRT T ATTHTST H TA&T S T eaAT) & 3w AT
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Reasons for Closure by Local Administration
TATAT TRATHT GaRT ¢ FIeA & HROT

e The administration argued that the school was not registered under the Right to
Education Act, 2009, making monitoring impossible.

SRITHT T oo AT 7o Ig Fohot RYaT &1 rfeR srfafarasr, 2009 & a@ge dsiiga w78t o,
S a8 sahY AT Tera 8t ot

e Non-recognition could jeopardize students' future when they move to higher
classes.

HATTIAT F FROT SHET FT HEAT TAY A 5 TFdT 8, 9 I 3T HETHT F qader 397

e An education officer assured that students would be absorbed in other schools,
but no clear plan was provided.

e e FfFdt F w1 & oml F) 37 Todl & gArAfST R aeen, dfd sae H
TYST QT AT f&aT Irm|

Bias Against Tribal Language and Culture

rrfeardt smaT R FEpfa & 9fa qatre

e Thereal issue is not procedural but political and structural discrimination against
Adivasi communities.

arEd s GAEAT Fae qfwar 1 781, afew 78 anfeardt weqert & ufa vereifas sic
TEATCHS AGHTT FT ATH g

« Normative bias in governance often results in exclusion of tribal languages and
cultures from mainstream education.

wera e qatare & FRor anfeard st it depfoal #Y geaum fr Ren § aev
fear Sra 21

e The bureaucratic refusal to recognize such schools must be seen in a larger moral
and political context.

XY TRl B AT 7 G F T A A 3R TSTeAifas West & @1 S afRw)

Historical Perspective on Tribal Rights

nfeard AR &1 e TRve

e Jawaharlal Nehru believed that Adivasi communities should develop on their own
terms, preserving their unique identities.

STATETTe AGE 1 AleTA1 AT o Tiearel Togerat w1 3rqe RIS ggame s=me @d ge
efaa gia e ser @ifkw)
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o History shows that colonial policies led to the near extinction of several tribal
communities worldwide.

sfaera arar @ & situfaafis Nfealt a gfaar s F w3 snfeard wogerat # R @9

& FHIR W o1 f&m|

e The Constitution provides protections for tribal communities over land, language,
culture, and customs, ensuring their participation in nation-building without losing
their identity.
wfauTeT afard wHeErt Y off, srar, wEpfa s Wt w aRER dard, fSea a

Y=Y ggTe U T Isg AT 3 HIer oF 9§ |

Conclusion: The Need for Recognition and Protection
farsend: Agar 3 avator Y T TEHar

e Closing the school violates constitutional rights and exposes systemic bias
against indigenous education.

TR N §¢ FAT AT FAAFRT F7 3eerae § 3R anfeard fran & ufa yomelera
YaTIE I IAPR FIT 8|

e The government must recognize and support indigenous language schools instead
of shutting them down.

TIEHR FY ITATH SToI3i & FHell HY e FIA F ToNT Jog AIAT A FHAT a7 TR
e Ensuring education in mother tongues is not just a legal necessity but a moral
obligation to protect tribal identity and heritage.

ATHTST 3 A& S Faer Frepsit Hfardan gt afew snfeard ggarr ik Rorwa fr @
¥ fov v Afaw e s 3

Forces of Absorption

HATALNA &Y dha

Impact of Absorption on Tribal Communities

ITfeard HHSTAT W FHTARIA HT T8

e Since Independence, tribal communities have faced cultural and linguistic
absorption, harming their unique identity.

T F 915 §, HTFar! FAEHT F FEHTaF 3 HTTE AATILAT FT VAT F1 957§,
mmﬁﬁmmﬂqﬂﬁﬁgé%l

e In the secular realm, absorption happens through state policies and market forces.

AfATYET & A, AT U= Al 3 IR afFaat & Aaregm A gar g

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Pagelo

Website : patrioticias.in


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

o
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

c (s YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS
iy CONTACT: 9971932488

e Inthereligious realm, it occurs by distorting or erasing tribal religious beliefs.
i & A, I anfeard enfis fearal # g ar fres & areasw & gar g

e The closure of the Gondi-medium school is an example of state-driven absorption,
as it refuses to recognize tribal education.

TNEN-ATEIH Thel HT 4 AT T T EART HATAT HATAAT HT IETe0T &, Flfeh T
3nfeardY R I AT &oF A SASR T ¢

Neglect of Tribal Languages in the Constitution
afaener # snfardy st &y 398w

The Eighth Schedule of the Constitution includes 22 languages, but major tribal
languages like Gondi and Bhili are absent.

wfreer &y aradt gy 7 22 sreTe anfArer 8, Afdwer AiE i oS St e anfearh
HINTY 3rearedd &

e Gondiis spoken by over 29 lakh people across six states, yet it is not recognized
officially.
S AT 29 T { IAF AT GaRT B WA A Al ATl 5, Y o7 3@ e
ATgar ¢t e §1

e In contrast, Sanskrit is included in the Eighth Schedule despite being spoken by
fewer than 25,000 people.

3a% fAudia, IFd, T g &2 3 25,000 & &ft F31 ofer Sterdt 8, 3madt gy 7 anfarer
®l

e The difference in recognition is due to socio-political power—one language is
promoted while the other is neglected.

AT # I8 R T R-ISTaaed ATFT & HROT §—Tah T T SeIaT &1 Jar g
Stafer gET T 3UaT Sr Sl B

Need for Recognition of Tribal Languages
ATt SITNTHT Y AT Y FTTIHT

o Adivasi culture is primarily oral, with myths, religious beliefs, and historical tales
passed down verbally.

anfeare wegfa e v @ #if@s §, o s, arffie favaw ik efaefae werferar
AifEs &7 & IRNT Hr S E

o Deforestation, urbanization, and commercialization threaten the survival of these
oral traditions.

gl Y FerE, AFHRIT 3 TRIAI0r 3 FIf@F W3t F 3fedca & Qv @ &
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The extinction of an Adivasi language would mean a loss of historical memory
and cultural identity.

et anfarelt st =1 Rareyear g MR wfa stk wiespfas wwoae & qFae &
HHATA g1

Recognizing and protecting tribal languages is essential to preserving Adivasi
heritage.

rearHY faTd #1 §faT FIa & forw anfeard smemsit Y #Arezar 3ik wwafor &
ITTF

The Constitutional Contradiction

ddenfaes faemer

The Constitution is built on "We, the People", yet it prioritizes Devbhasha (language
of the gods) over Janbhasha (language of the people).

AU "8H, ARG & @R 9 3R &, 5T off I8 ETHTNT &) S99 @ 370 FAgeg a1
gl

Ignoring tribal languages contradicts the spirit of the Constitution, which aims to
protect minority rights.

feardY ATt Y UL G Y ATaT & RATE §, S cudES TSR Hr T&m

AT AEAT B |
This moral failure must be corrected by officially recognizing and promoting tribal
languages.

39 Afae RAwerar F! GURA A IraeaFar ¢, GG icard s w1 nftwis
AT 3R Hicaea fAel|

Conclusion: The Path Forward

fArsey: 3 1 TEAT

The first step is to recognize the Gondi-medium school instead of closing it.
YgAT HEH ANISI-ATEYH THel HI d¢ FIA & qo1T 3 AT SaT gielT AT

Expanding such schools would align with constitutional principles and protect
tribal identity.

¥ Tell T faFaR @A Reurdl F 3reqeT g 3R nfeard ggeeT iy tam Fm|

Adivasi languages must be granted special status to ensure their survival and
cultural continuity.

afeardt saTsit @Y Ry gt R Sre aifee @i 3 sfaca silv wiepfas Adawar
=il @
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Authoritesnspect the crime spot near Sanapura ake in Ko:pnl district of Karnataka, SHIDIAR KAVALI

Near historical Hampi,
a heinous crime

On the night of March 6, Bibhas Nayak from Odisha was killed and two women — an Israeli tourist and an Indian
homestay operator — were gang-raped by three men when they went stargazing at Sanapura lake near Hampi, a
UNESCO World Heritage site, in Karnataka. Kumar Buradikatti pieces together the crime that took place ina
region that is generally considered safe

iGS Paper I: A&C

Trigger warning: This story contains details of
rape and murder. Piease avoid reading if you're
distressed by the subject

ee

are around 500 resorts and homestays within a
15kilometre radius of Hampi, which has lush
paddy fields and shrublands dotted with stone

While the structures. Mast of these are located in villages
rief hangs heavy over the church at G, CUIDFIS MUSU sych as Anegundi, Basapura, Sanapura, Hanu-
own in Odisha’s Kandha-  be held mana Hall janahalli in Koppal on the
ict, on March 13. Around  accountable.  northern side of the Tungabhada iver. The an-
2,000 people from across the country it is the clent f Hampi, which
have gathered here, each of them camingme  govermie tected by the Archaeological Survey of India
ibhas, a

murie\ of Bibhas Nayak. On March

responsibility

(ASD, are located on lhc swlhem bank of the riv-

29-year-old freelancer, died in Karnataka’s Kop- | i civer serves as a
pal district, clase to the UNESCO World Heritage 10 T¢SLO¢ yanagara, sepa-
site of Hampi, while trying to protect two women  (OUFISIS tRUSU  paging the ruins from the resorts and homestays
fram sexual assault and violence. pmozoman | Ravichandr, a local resident and the owner

ADHAN

The last ‘stories’ that Bibhas had posted on In-

stagram were from the monuments of Hampi,
the last capital of the Hindu kingdom of the Vi
jayanagara empire (14th-16th Century CE), with
the caption, “Never been so fascinated by ruins”,
Bibhas, whose account reveals his zest for life
and love for travel and adventure, had gone to
Hampi after visiting Dhanushkodi and Rameswa-
ram in Tamil Nadu, and Kochi in Kerala. Hampi
was the final leg of his south India tour.

“My brother would get into local trains, take
buses, and stay under any roof that offered shel-
ter from the rain. He managed his finances care-
fully, ensuring he could visit as many places as
possible,” says Bibhas' older sister, Bonhomie.

In Hampi, Bibhas, whom his friends describe
as “atfable’ honded with fellow travellers — Da-
niel, 23, from the U .mk:ly, 43, from Nashik,
ashtra; and Aliza*, 27, from Israel — and
*, 29, who ran the homestay in Anegundi
Koppal district, where all of them met.
“On March 6, Bibhas went rock climbing. La-
ter, when someone pitched the idea of stargaz-
ing, he was excited,” says Akash Paul, Bibhas'
brother-in-law, who has heard the sequence of
events from Pankaj and Daniel. “He and his
friends went to an area near Anegundx Thre(-'
men : the group, got inty
with them about money, and started Amdmg
them. When Bibhas and the others tried to stop
them, they were pushed into the canal. Bibhas
was an expert swimmer, but he couldn't survive
because he had suffered a head injury.”

thorny bushes. The crime sent shockwaves
through Hampi, a tourist destination which lo-
cals say has never seen such a crime in decades.

ibhas was the son of Bijay Kumar Nayak, the
16th Moderator of the Church of North India
(CNI) and Bishop of the Diocese of Agra, CNL The
last post on Bibhas' Instagram, dated July 19,
2023, was 2 letter from a friend and reads like a
prophecy: “Yes, when you leave this world, you
take nothing with you but memories of what you
did. Leave nothing undone. Or unsaid. We a
want to be comfortable here on Earth, but having
bundance of things is not necessary. The best
thing to remember is to keep on the right path
with God. Everything else will fade awa

A crime near a canal

On March 6, soon after dinner, Karthika, who

hails from Tamil Nadu and has been running lh('

homestay at Anegundi for the past four S,

ok Daniel, Aliza, Pan! 3
According to Rajkumar, a resort owner, there

Address
Email Id

Contact Number

Website

Ribhas” cousin

of a resort in Sanapura, who spoke to the survi
vors, says the group of five hopped onto scooters
and left for Sanapura lake, located about 8 ki
from the homestay. At the Tungabhadra Left
Bank Canal bund, Daniel played his guitar, while
the rest counted stars.

According to the police complaint filed by Kar-
thika, three men approached the group on a mo-
toreycle on the narrow bund road halfan hour la-
ter. Speaking in Kannada, they asked where they
could get petrol. “Sanapura,” she replied.

Her complaint says one of the men then came
closer and demanded 2100. Karthika refused to
pay the strangers. When the other two men also
began demanding money, Bibhas offered them
220. Enraged by the amount, the three men be-
gan verbally abusing the group and hitting them
with stones and Daniel’s guitar. When Pankaj,
Daniel, and Bibhas tried to stop two of the men
from hitting the women, the third man pushed
all three of them into t nal.

“Pankaj says he did not know how to swim, so
Daniel came to his rescue,” says Ravichandra. Bi-

bash tried to climb the canal bund. “But one of

the attackers hil him on the head and he fell back
into the canal,” says Ravichandra.

Mealmlule according to the complaint, two
of the attackers hit K: nd
raped her. Seeing the third man assault Aliza,
they joined him and raped her 0o, When the wo-
men’s screams got louder, the attackers snatched
their mobile phones, rook 9,500 in cash from
Karthika, and vanished into the night.

When Daniel and Pankaj returned to the
crime spot, they found that the women were
bleeding, says Ravichandra. There was no sign of
Bibhas. When the panic-stricken group could not
find him, they went to the nearest resort.

Ravichandra, who was at a family function, re-

Foreign tourists cycle near the Tungabhadra Left Bank Canal, SRHAR Kauals

— =

ceived a distress call at about 11.20 p.m. from the
resort. *I called some hoteliers and friends and
asked them to rush to the resort and assist the
group in every possible way,” he says. He adds
that he called 54')n|1<)|clharjun1| the Circle In-
spector of Police attached to Gangavathi Rural,
and shared the location of the victims.

About past midnight, Ravichandra arrived at
the resort. “The police were already there. With-
in a few minutes, an ambulance came and ook
the victims to a government hospital in Ganga-
vathi (about 20 km away),” he says.

Ravichandra joined his friends and the police
in the search for Bibhas. “We searched until 4 in
the morning, but couldn’t find him,” he says.

n the morning of March 7, following the com-
plaint lodged by Karthika, an FIR was registered
at Gangavathi Rural police station under Sections
3096) (robbery), 70(1) (gang rape), 109 (attempt
to murder) read with 3(5) (joint criminal liability)
of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023,

The same day, the Koppal police recovered
Bibhas” body near a powerhouse gate at Mallapur
in the district. Friends say Bibhas, who could
“never make an enemy” and who was “the life of
any gathering”, died trying to save lives.

At Bibhas™ memorial service, Jenipher Walker,
whose older brother was Bibhas’ friend and who
had flown down from Delhi to Odisha, says, *|
don't understand why anyone would be so ang
with Bibhas. He knew nothirg but kindness.”

Karthika, Aliza, Pankaj, and Daniel were treat-
ed for a couple of days and then discharged from
the haspital. While a traumatised Karthika re-
turned to the homes who had been
lruu:d for injuries, wa ud to go back to Israel,
pal Superintendent of Police Ram L. Ara-
‘The police accompanied her to the airport.

A search from the river to a beas
On March 7, the day Bibhas' body was found, Ara-
siddi formed six teams to nab the culprits. “The
teams examined the CCTV footage installed in
the \hup‘ along the road connected to the crime
spot,” says the officer investigating the case. “The
Tootage led us to a locality that is predominantly
inhabited by the working population in Ganga-
vathi™ The police identified the three culprits as
Mallesh Dasara (22), Chetan Sai (21), and Sharana-
basavaraj (30). All three did irregular masonry
work. The palice found Mallesh and Chetan, but
Sharanabasavaraj managed to escape.

“Two of the accused were arrested and have

admitted to the crime. We are investigating
whether they have any criminal background,”
Arasiddi said ata press conference.
“Tracing Sharanabasavaraj was a challenge as
he did not use a mobile phone. We kept all the
phones of his close friends and relatives under
surveillance in the hope that he would contact
a police officer.

After ing, t cused made his first call
10 one of the numbers that were under police sur-
veillance. “He made the call from the mobile
phone of a passer-by in Raichur and asked for
money,” says the officer.

A police team reached Raichur and examined
CCTV footage and found that Sharanabasavaraj
had gone from the bus stand to the railway sta-
tion. “Two trains had left the Raichur railway sta-
tion — one for Bengaluru and the other for Chen
nai. Since he didn't have money, we expected
him to get down at Mantralayam in Andhra Pra-
desh to eat charity food at the Sri Raghavendra
Swamy Mutt. But CCTV footage showed that he
had not got down there,” the officer says.

The accused then made a second call, from
Chennai, for money to another number that was
under surveillance. *We caught b it a beach in
Chennai on su.llu.hv (Mdl\.h 9)," the officer says.

T: b

wulku.‘l as a construction labourer in Ikm..ﬂuru
and returned home a week ago. He has spoiled
his life because of being in bad company. Mallesh
would steal material from construction sites and
was known to harass women. | had told my son

not o associate with him, but he didn't listen.

A safle destination’
According to C. Baranidharan, Deputy Superin-

ee

Mallesh used o steal material from
construction sites and was known 1o harass
women. | had advised my son not to associate
with him, but he didn't listen to me.

TAYAMMA
Mother of Sharanshsavarai, ane of the sccused

tending Archaeological Engineer, Hampi Circle,
in 2024-25 (up to December), 5.8 lakh Indian tou-
rists and 9,357 foreign tourists visited Hampi.
Ravichandra says most of the foreign tourists are
from Israel and Europe.

A majority of the local people around Hampt
depend on tourism for their livelihood. While
many of them work as taxi drivers, auto drivers,
and tourist guides, others work in the hospitality
industry and businesses that serve touriss.

“Many of the homestays are unregistered and
operate without permission from the authori-
ties,” says Shashikanth S. Shembelli, a local j jour-
nalist. According to Na Assistant Director of
“Tourism, Koppal, no hom: registered with
the department in the Anegundi a

In 2020, the Hampi World Heritage Area Man.
agement Authority with the help of the local ad
ministration demolished all the illegal resorts on
the Virupapura Gaddi islet, created by the Tun-
gabhadra river. There had been representations
by the local communities about alcohol and drug.
abuse, followed by a Supreme Court order direct-
ing that the ﬂlcg.nl structures be removed.

Legally upemung resorts continued (0 organ

houglt H thavea
bustling mgl'-lhk the resorts on the other side of
the river do. Many resorts adverrise riverside din-
ing, q..vwmy. and night walks for touri

resident of Sanapura. “This ;,,.2 because of the
rm of criminals; this area has not seen a crime
Tike this in at least the past 25 years. It is because
people fear encountering wild animals, especi
Iy leopards and bears.” He adds that the bund
Toad is mostly deserted.

A visibly shaken Karthika says, “It was not that
deserted as some people claim. There was a ¢
and a bike parked on the side of the roud when
we went there. Why shouldn't | take my guests
there to enjoy nature at night?”

Sherwin Rebello, a travel blogger, writes in a
post titled ‘How safe is Hampi for female solo
backpackers in 20247'; “It’s important to remenm-
ber that Hampi is an extremely sate place to go
backpacking... Violent crime is rare, and most
travellers report feeling safe during their visit.”

A matter of restoring trust
vear, Indian and foreign tourists come 1o
to celebrate Holi in Hampi, against the
hd(h.lrup of the ruins and the rocky landscape.
However, this year, the mood is sombre, Raj-
Kkumar, the awner of a resort, says, “I have a re-

sort with 10 rooms. All of them were full during ~

Holi last year, but they are vacant this year. We
visiting us for lunch.”

Ramu, a shopkeeper in Sanapura, says, “If
Hampi receives a substantial number of tourists,
we can get some income and lead a decent life.
‘The incident has shaken us all and also affected
our business.” While his turnover was around
8,000 a day during the previous Holi seasons, it
has fallen to about 3,000 a day this year, he says.

However, Nihil Das, Superintending Archaeol-
ogist of the Hampi Circle, says he cannot confirm
the drastic reduction in footfall at Hampi after the
incident. “One way to estimate the number of
tourists visiting ASI-protected sites is to check the
number of entry tickets sold. Most fareign tou-
rists book their tickets for the monuments. online.
We don't know whether or not they have vi:
the monuments after the incident,” Das say

Chief Minister Siddaramaiah said after the in
dent that his government would take measures to
prevent such incidents from recurring.
Minister and Koppal district in-charge, Shivaraj
‘Tangadagi, advised people not to go to remote
areas without proper precautions.

Soon after, the State Home Department issued
guidelines to be followed by homestay and resort
awners for the safety of tourists. It has made it
mandatory for them to get permission from the
police or the Forest Department before taking
tourists to deserted spots or forest areas. If they
fzil 1o do this, they will be held “responsible for
any mishap that occurs...and subjected to legal
action...,” say the guidelines. The document has
been circulated to all the districts of Karnataka.

Homestay owners are unhappy about this.
“We already follow the regulations and submit C-
Forms (to register the arrival of foreign touri
to the police. But we can’t take responsibility
when tourists go in local vehicles or on their own.
These guidelines might be misused even by offi-
cials in case something goes wrong,” says N.R.
Thejaswi,  homestay owner and president of the
Chikkamagaluru Homestay Association.

Foreign tourists in Hampi are shocked by the
incident, but some have nevertheless made the
trip to the tourist site. Chloe, a tourist from
France who is in Hampi with her friend, says,
“Such incidents happen rarely and can occur
anywhere in the world, including France.

Amit, a tourist from Israel, says, “I learnt about
the incident two days ago when | was in Gokarna
(a coastal town in Kamataka). I thought the local
police would have tightened security, so 1 decid
ed to come here.

Bibhas' cousin, Phiroz Kumar Pradhan, can-
nderstand how anyone can blame the tou
“What more precautions could Bibhas have
taken? Law and order should not be at the hands
of hooligans, While the culprits must be held ac
countable, it is the government's responsibility to
Testore tourists’ trust,” he says.

Rumar by thehindu.co.in

sdentity
The story includes inputsfrom Satyasundar Barik from Odisha
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Near historical Hampi, a heinous crime

faeAe g&dl & 99 v U 3T9TE

On the night of March 6, Bibhas Nayak from Odisha was killed and
two women — an Israeli tourist and an Indian homestay operator —
were gang-raped by three men when they went stargazing at
Sanapura lake near Hampi, a UNESCO World Heritage site, in
Karnataka.

6 AT Y I, INTAT F FFoT Ar7w i g1 FT &) 71 3R & AReHT—uF
FIRIIS TAeaH 3R UF HRAT AT HATadH—a WY Ao ToTch fhaT
T, 9 §FA F I FATg S 9 RAary F d@a e

Around 2,000 people from across the country gathered at G. Udaygiri, Odisha, on
March 13 to mourn Bibhas Nayak.

13 AT &1 33 & S 3gafAR A w9 2,000 Ar f11H A1IF 1 Aeyisar & & fow

T gl
Bibhgs Nayak (29) was a freelancer who was on a South India tour, visiting places like
Dhanushkodi, Rameswaram, and Kochi before arriving in Hampi.

29 ety femmer ATy weh T M7 VAT I, S ST SR Y AT WX A 3R ey,
AR AR FET g & a1 gl 7 |

On March 6, Bibhas and his friends planned to go stargazing near Anegundi, but were
attacked by three men who demanded money.

6 AT T T 3R 3e7h SNt S & I AR @A 31T, Afhet et At A 377 |
gHeT forar 3R & &y AT F|

When Bibhas and others tried to resist, they were pushed into a canal. Bibhas, despite
being a good swimmer, could not survive due to a head injury.

9 99 31X 37 S1Eat o 3T 63T, ar 3+¢ oTe< A a1 & e ar3am| 99w 3ea R+
), oiferet AT X TE 9T & HROT 99 AT T |

The attackers gang-raped the Israeli tourist and Indian homestay operator in a rocky
and bushy area.

BHCITERT o FoRell gdesh R HRAT 1T HaTeT & TTY WHfew TellehR R, S
T eI 3R FPNER Felreh 7 37|

The incident sent shockwaves through Hampi, a place known for safety and tourism.

Ig T gt 7 gl werweh therr 973, St gRaw 3R e & fow wfdger o
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o Bibhas Nayak was the son of Bijay Kumar Nayak, the 16th Moderator of the Church
of North India (CNI).

frermar e & e e FaR A O, S e 13 == (CNI) F 169 ATsteT U
e His last Instagram post spoke about memories and life’s journey, showing his deep
love for adventure and travel.

3eTehr 3 TAH SFerEmd 9ive SiaeT &7 I 3R Tel & IR & o, S 3o I IR AFT F
ufay 9 1 g

e The crime occurred near Tungabhadra Left Bank Canal, where the group was
playing guitar and watching stars.

3TORTET ITSET AT A g o I G311, Sfel g e oot Tg1 o1 AR Rart 1 &@ et
T

Conclusion

IGACa]

e This heinous crime has raised concerns over safety in tourist destinations like
Hampi.
Ig ST AT GICh Tl S g+t Y FI&T T Farel 37T ¢ |

e The bravery of Bibhas Nayak, who tried to protect the women, must be acknowledged
and honored.

mmaﬁm@,%ﬁﬁﬂﬁaﬁ#aﬁmﬁaﬂﬁrarﬁ,ﬁmaﬁrm
e SIreT Tfgu|

e Strict legal action must be taken against the perpetrators, ensuring justice for the
victims.

TRt & fBATE TEd FTefe! FWATS gleil Mgy, drfer N3t & 7= el @ |

A Crime Near a Canal
agta:trmgsrrwm

e On March 6, after dinner, Karthika (a homestay operator from Tamil Nadu) took
Daniel (USA), Aliza (Israel), Pankaj (Nashik), and Bibhas Nayak (Odisha) for
stargazing near Sanapura lake.

6 AT T Il & WA & a1, FifciaT (Affaang it v FoFe Fares) o 3faer (@R,
TSI (FSIRIA), Tohol (ATFAF), 3R e s (3fSem) &1 worqwr sher & ara A
dEa & AT I TS|

e The area around Hampi has about 500 resorts and homestays, mostly located in
Anegundi, Basapura, Sanapura, Hanumana Halli, and Anjanahalli on the northern
side of Tungabhadra River.
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g+ & ITHOTH & &1 3 ofere7eT 500 Rwre 3N goree &, S SATETeR 3r=9fEY, AT,
HATY, FefATeATEoa AN JioTeTgeel 3 GarsTaT a1dY & 3 frei 0¥ Feera 8

e The group rode scooters to Sanapura lake (8 km from the homestay) and gathered at
the Tungabhadra Left Bank Canal bund to enjoy the night.

G o FHe T HATGRT e (A & 8 et gx) a1 wo formam 31N arerer dwe e a1ey
mwmwmaﬁasﬁmwgml

Attack and Violence

gHa 3R T

e Around 30 minutes later, three men on a motorcycle approached them and asked for
petrol in Kannada.

F9 30 AeTe 915, v& AlAFd W IR AT A1 3aeh 91 3170 3R Feels A ST &
IR H o

e When Karthika refused to give them ¥100, one of them became aggressive. Bibhas
offered ¥20, which enraged the attackers.

ST FIfiRT A 3¢ T100 S W SARR FT 8T, A 378 F Teh 3TehTHS 8 31| fyamma o 220
few, forad gaemray a4 & 31 1w |

e The attackers began abusing the group and started hitting them with stones and
Daniel’s guitar.

GHITERT o WHg Y ol &1 Y& T 3R 38 et 3k 3fraer & Frew @ awem o
T |

e When Bibhas, Daniel, and Pankaj tried to protect Karthika and Aliza, the attackers
pushed them into the canal.

sie fasma, 3fawe 3l uer  Fifce 3iv srefiem &Y s & Hifdver &Y, aF gAATRT
3¢ A8 A UFHT ¢ |

e Bibhas tried to climb out, but an attacker hit his head, causing him to fall back into
the canal.

fama A a1 [AFeret Y FIRAY FY, ATFA v gHAER o 39F AT W ar fvar, Tad ag
fFY @ sTgT A P 1w

Sexual Assault and Robbery

gl 3cdizeT AR e

e The attackers then brutally raped Karthika and Aliza in the rocky, bushy area.
EHCITART o FifctanT AT el F AT FEAT F TaHR a1, ST geer! IR PR s
# g3l
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e They snatched their mobile phones and stole ¥9,500 in cash from Karthika before
escaping.

EHTER! o AIETSe BIeT B forw 3N Fifetart & 29,500 e forw 3R smer 91w

Search for Bibhas and Police Investigation

farstrer Y Temer 3ikv gfaw s

o Daniel and Pankaj returned to the crime spot and found Karthika and Aliza injured
and bleeding.
Sfarer 3 varer 3raRrer Ty WX Al R 3T Ffete 3R e Y g Ak g @

Y9y 9T |

e The group rushed to a nearby resort, where they called for help.
TG ©F T F RATE 37 127 3R a57 #ag & forw e fmm)

e Ravichandra (a local resort owner) contacted the police and arranged for an
ambulance, which took the victims to Gangavathi Government Hospital (20 km

away).

g (v TurEhT REie mfas) & giod & @9 3621 3R v vqeid $r sqaear #1, S
ST T Tt FLHRY 3rETdrer (20 Bt qR) TS|

e The search for Bibhas continued till 4 AM, but he was not found.

farsmmar <y rmmer gag 4 99 T Y @, Akt I8 LT A

e On March 7, an FIR was registered at Gangavathi Rural Police Station under:
7 AT Y, TTE ATHIOT G FA A FIR goF Y a1, THH ATl URie:
o Section 309(6) - Robbery (¥[2)
o Section 70(1) - Gang Rape (FTHfg® TallchR)
o Section 109 - Attempt to Murder (§cIT T 9ITH)
o Section 3(5) - Joint Criminal Liability (¥gd 3mafars saterica)

Bibhas' Body Found
ferarr &1 219 fAe

e On March 7, police recovered Bibhas' body near a powerhouse gate at Mallapur,
Koppal district.

7 AT Y, Yo o fee &7 d Aearqy, Hicqe forek F v raversy AT F 9 94|
e Friends and family remember Bibhas as kind and selfless, saying he died trying to
save lives.

mmmmﬁm@mﬁ:w&m%mmg%a@waﬁmm
$T FIfAr F AR 910
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e At his memorial service, friends questioned why such a gentle person faced such
violence.

IThT HEHTA T THT H, AEGT o FdTel 3BT o Faat TS FATT Y Fo=i! FEHT T GTHAT
F4T AT 937

Aftermath
gRommer

o Karthika, Aliza, Pankaj, and Daniel were treated in the hospital for a few days and
then discharged.

Frfelent, sreftom, doher 3R 3forarer 1 sreqare & garer fram o 3k o Rt e gedr g
QTS|

e Aliza, traumatized by the incident, requested to return to Israel.
AT ¥ HTEd 3Tl o SSRIA aMqd ATel Y STOT SIS |

e The police accompanied her to the airport to ensure her safety.

gferw & sEht geaT ghaad Fa & fov 33 §a1$ 3rge as vgarn|

Conclusion

IGACD]

e This shocking crime raises serious guestions about tourist safety in India.
I dieret arelt geaT sTRe # udedi F gaT W R Fare 3ord ¥

o Bibhas Nayak’s bravery must be honored, and justice should be ensured for the
victims.

ferma s Y agIglt A FEATE e @ifye, 3R At # s e s afye)
e The government must take strong action to prevent such incidents in the future.

WFR F Jfasy # V) gea3it F AFha & AT F3I FeH o= T1fev]

A Search from the River to a Beach
T4l § HHG € aF §e e

e On March 7, after finding Bibhas' body, the police formed six teams to catch the
culprits.

7 AT 1, faeme &1 org e & a1e, o o 5% S S+s arfes 3R @y gehsT S
T |

e CCTV footage from shops led the police to a working-class neighborhood in
Gangavathi.

gTell & CCTV Peol o ferd 1 Irammall & Ueh HAeh qcll e Tgara|
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e The culprits were identified as Mallesh Dasara (22), Chetan Sai (21), and
Sharanabasavaraj (30).

ITRITAT T UgTeT Heorel ST (22), Ade 918 (21) 3R eRveHaR= (30)asmﬁ§é'|
e Mallesh and Chetan were arrested, but Sharanabasavaraj managed to escape.

Ao 3T G F PRFAR FI T 7T, kel QRUTTHATST HTIT A TE BT

Tracking the Third Accused
a3 fir Teer

e Sharanabasavaraj did not use a mobile phone, making his tracking difficult.
RUTHATTS RIS BT SEAHAT ST FIAT UT, TSIEE 3HhT Aelrer HRevel & 15|

e He made a call from Raichur to a relative for money, which was under police
surveillance.

38 TR & A9 RecaR #1 4F & forw sier B, S ggel @ gfera 1 o 7 an)

e CCTV footage showed him at Raichur railway station, where two trains had left for
Bengaluru and Chennai.

CCTV BT # a8 T Iod T W @, 511 § &t & d9ree 31 deer$ o forw qarer
el

o Police suspected he might get down at Mantralayam (Andhra Pradesh) for free food
at Raghavendra Swamy Mutt, but he did not.

Gerg ol TeE UT foh g HATTIH (T T2l A Terde Farot 7o A FFT HIStel At 3,
oifchel 9g T@l oTel a1

e His second call from Chennai was also traced, leading to his arrest at a beach on
March 9.

3UHT GEU il Aeats J 3T, ST68 Jord o 9 AR 1 g e W 3 FIRerar w1 faam

Local Reactions and Impact on Tourism

T yfafar 3 gdies W gema

o 5.8 lakh Indian tourists and 9,357 foreign tourists visited Hampi in 2024-25 (till
December).

2024-25 (¥« a&) & 5.8 o HRAT T 3 9,357 el gdes g 3nv|

e Local people depend on tourism for their livelihood as taxi drivers, guides, and
hospitality workers.

TUTT 9T 9ded X fAsix §, 3 ¢l srsar, s 3R glee csyauril & §9 & ST Fd &
e Many homestays are unregistered and operate without government approval.

S gree faa goftetor & e § 3R el 3rgafa & e garfard gia €
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In 2020, illegal resorts in Virupapura Gaddi were demolished after complaints about
alcohol and drug abuse.

2020 #, RTIqw 53t & rder RATEw F avve HT 7w a2, =i e 3 aver & oo
&1 R Al of|

Resorts still organize bonfire nights, stargazing, and night walks, but going to
remote areas at night is uncommon.

Reaie areft off ey, RAar dwe i a7 grer st afafafat srnfoa #3a 8, dfee
T T GIEY TATAT I SATAT 37 78 8|

Local residents claim that wild animals like leopards and bears are more of a concern
than criminals.

T oA ETa it § T e Siteray S dqe 3k a1me sroRiferat & 97 Terr &
Travel bloggers describe Hampi as a safe place, with rare violent crimes.

AT SARR §F Y IR FATT FT &, STET e Y a5l FH @I ¢

Impact on Business and Tourists
qaTy 3R gdeHl W gHE

Holi celebrations were dull this year, affecting local businesses.

S T grell FT ATGIT 351 4T, [O0Y TATHT 9T ya1fad gu|

Rajkumar, a resort owner, says his 10-room resort was fully %ooked last year, but
empty this year.

TIFAR, T RATE mfasw, wed & o Roe qrer 3at 10-FaR1 arar Rare g o1, Afhet
39 AT @Iall g

Local shopkeepers say their daily earnings dropped from Z8,000 to ¥3,000 after the
incident.

AT GehTACRT T hgelT ¢ Toh SaTehl AT T FHTE 8,000 A TEHT 3,000 &1 TS|

Some foreign tourists still visit, believing such crimes are rare and can happen
anywhere.

o Rl e 31 oft 3 ¥, Rt 3o wreTe & o QY ST e ey ¥ i vt v Y
Tha g

Government Response

AR gfafewar

Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah assured strict action to prevent such crimes.

Fetiea & HEIHA! FRAGURAAT & 0A 3R} 1 Yehel & TIT HE FEH 33101 1 JTRATHA
fem
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 New guidelines for homestays and resorts now require permission before taking
tourists to remote areas.

g 3R Ratéw & fore o Ranfader sre qrey ai1 & wdeant 1 of I @ ugel 3egAfa
Ao &1 3fard #a g

o Homestay owners are concerned about these strict rules, saying they cannot
control where tourists go independently.

e A1fas s F3 AT ¥ Rifaa &, FifE 3 38 Fafa 78 T awa & e Far
1Ly

Conclusion

IGAca )

o Bibhas Nayak’s bravery should be honored, and the culprits must be punished.
frermr e < TRl Y FEATET Praen @iy, iR srfet wY wed wor & Sl kel

e The government must ensure security in tourist areas to rebuild trust.

wdee Foral 7 gUaT YAtaa Feem R A Seset @ aifee, aifs: favar sgrer 8
|

Tourists should take safety precautions, but law and order is the government's
responsibility.

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper I1: Polity, Governance, and International
Relations)

1. India denies role in Pakistan train attack

HI o TIFHECT &of el H AT ¥ TR fFar

2. Democrats press Rubio for details of ‘voter turnout’ funds
to India

3w A AT @ ARG F “AdETaT AderT B3 ¥ et Y #ieT
C )

3. Hike MGNREGS wages to match price rise: parliamentary
panel

HAIT AT Y AGINE & [T TIAT ¢ HFHAT AR

4. Centre sanctions 116 new tourist spots across the country
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India denies role in Pakistan train attack

Islamabad alleged that Baloch rebels used Indian and
Afghan weapons in their ambush of the Jaffar Express

The BLA says at least 100 of the passengers were
personnel from the military, police, ATF, and ISI

The whole world knows where the epicentre
of terrorism lies, says an MEA spokesperson

S Paper |l: Pakistan

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

slamabad should
l“look inwards” in-

stead of pointing fin-
gers and shifting blame, In-
dia said in its first official
comment after an attack
on a Quetta-Peshawar train
by the Baloch Liberation
Army (BLA) left 21 passen-
gers dead. At least 33 Ba-
loch rebels were killed by
Pakistan security forces.
India pushed back
against allegations made
by the Pakistan Foreign Of-
fice and military establish-
ment, who claimed that
the Baloch militants were
receiving support from In-
dia and Taliban-controlled
Afghanistan. This was the

largest attack by the Baloch
rebels in nearly two
decades.

“We strongly reject the  » m———"

baseless allegations made
by Pakistan. The whole
world knows where the ep-
icentre of global terrorism
lies. Pakistan should look
inwards instead of pointing
fingers and shifting the
blame for its own internal
problems and failures on
others,” the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs spokesper-

Office spokesperson Shaf-
qat Ali Khan blamed the at-
tack on India. “India has
been involved in terrorism
in Pakistan in the particu-
lar attack on Jaffar Ex-
press,” he alleged, adding
that “the terrorists had
been in contact with their
handlers and ring leaders
in Afghanistan.”

Pakistan continued this
refrain on Friday, with the

Rebel strike: Soldiers board a relief train to help people affected in
the militant attack in Mach, Balochistan, Pakistan. REUTERS

Inter-Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR) Director Gen-
eral Lt. Gen. Ahmed Sharif
Chaudhry amplifying the
Pakistan Foreign Office’s
attempt to blame India as
the main sponsor of terro-

rism in Balochistan. In a
media briefing, Mr. Chaud-
hry alleged that the BLA’s
fighters had used Afghan
and Indian weapons in the
attack against the Jaffar Ex-
press, which connects

Quetta with Peshawar. Mr.
Chaudhry claimed that
none of the hostages were
harmed during the two-
day operation that began
on Tuesday and concluded
on Wednesday.

However, Pakistani me-
dia had earlier cited sourc-
es to report that at least
four members of the Fron-
tier Corps died while clear-
ing the rebel fighters from
the ambushed train.

“Cover up of lies, defeat’
BLA spokesperson Jeeyand
Baloch  disputed Mr.
Chaudhry’s remarks about
the operation, terming it
an “attempt to cover up
lies and defeat” in an email
to The Hindu.

On March 11, Mr. Baloch
had announced the dra-
matic escalation in the
group’s activities in a state-

India denies role in Pakistan train attack

HRA A TIfhEdret o7 e H {fAHT @ saTar

Islamabad should "look inwards" instead of blaming others, India said
after the Baloch Liberation Army (BLA) attacked a Quetta-Peshawar
train, killing 21 passengers.

HIT o F8T fo SEATHATETG Y " 379 He Fiehat” Y TN § T AU T
IR A F, TG Tod fora¥eret AT (BLA) & FeT-Semmay o 91 goel
T, foraa 21 Il AR 9o

o At least 33 Baloch rebels were killed by Pakistan security forces in retaliation.

QIfFEATel YIATT Tell SART STaTell FRATS H FH { FH 33 T[T AR AR AT

ment, claiming that nearly
182 passengers were taken
hostage after the Jaffar Ex-
press was forced to stop.
The BLA alleged that at
least 100 of the passengers
were “active-duty person-
nel from the Pakistan mili-
tary, police, Anti-Terrorism
Force (AtF), and Inter-Ser-
vices Intelligence (ISI).” Mr.
Baloch had added: “During
the operation, BLA fighters
have released women, chil-
dren, and Baloch passen-
gers, ensuring that all re-
maining  hostages are
serving personnel of the
occupying forces.”

The BLA was declared a
terrorist organisation by
the United States during
the first presidency of Do-
nald Trump on July 2,
2019.

Insurgency in Balochis-
tan — Pakistan’s largest

province, which has rich
petroleum and natural gas
resources — is an old pro-
blem that goes back to the
country’s inception. T

he Baloch have tradi-
tionally resisted the State,
with various clans and
tribes joining hands, in-
cluding the Marris, Bugtis
and Bizenjos. The last big
crackdown against the tra-
ditional Baloch resistance
came in 2006, in the last
days of President Pervez
Musharraf’s rule, when Na-
wab Akbar Bugti and his
followers were killed in a
helicopter gunship attack.
Younger Baloch rebels
have thereafter teamed up
under more militant ban-
ners like the BLA, while
most of the traditional Ba-
loch elite now live in exile
in Europe and the Gulf
countries.

o Pakistan’s Foreign Office and military accused India and Taliban-controlled
Afghanistan of supporting Baloch militants.

uifehedrer & fager e 3R Far o oRa iR arferarer-fafa srenfavae « ao@
ATl HT FASA FIA FHT AT AT

e This was the largest Baloch rebel attack in nearly two decades.
I ST & GUHT A T fARIFAT SaRT fam arar wad @37 gove |
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India's response

R &Y wfaferar

"We strongly reject the baseless allegations made by Pakistan," said MEA
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal.

"§H UIfHEATE EaRT S9NT 31T AR 3R F F&dt & @R F3d §," fager #area &

UdeFdT TR SATIEaTe o FHeT|
"The whole world knows where the epicentre of global terrorism lies. Pakistan
should look inwards instead of blaming others," India stated.

"ot gfeva SITereh § R 3Raw arTdeaTe T g FET §1 TfREdTe H qE 9 AT o9 &
TSI ATCAAYT HIEAT ALY, HRA o gl
Pakistan’s Foreign Office spokesperson, Shafgat Ali Khan, blamed India for the

attack on Jaffar Express, alleging that the terrorists had contacts with handlers in
Afghanistan.

qIfehedTe & LT FHETET TaaFdT, UBH dl e, o SATH TFAIH W gAa & o0 5RaT
Y gt ST, 3R 3RIT e o srawarteat & AmamfaTde 7 39e Tarasl § §96
&)

Pakistan’s ISPR (Inter-Services Public Relations) Director General Lt. Gen. Ahmed
Sharif Chaudhry repeated accusations that India was the main sponsor of terrorism
in Pakistan.

qIfhEdTe Y ISPR (SeX-Afdasr ufears Rerei) & fAgers ek, Affede Jad AgAe

i wterdl o o TR IX ITcAhaTe T HET TRSTF 8ot T AT SXer|

Chaudhry alleged that the BLA fighters used Afghan and Indian weapons in the
attack on Jaffar Express, which connects Quetta with Peshawar.

Tlerdy & 3T AT fF BLA oISThI of 37harTeT 31T IR At &1 3uaer R s
TFEIH W gH H, ST FaeT Y F2ra] F s B

Details of the attack

&Hd &1 fQAaRor

The BLA claimed responsibility, stating that at least 100 of the passengers were
military, police, ATF, and ISI personnel.

BLA #maﬁrﬁﬁaﬂaﬁ,aﬁrmmg’v%m#mlooaﬁrﬂw, gfew, ATF 3R

IS| & " 4|

On March 11, BLA spokesperson Jeeyand Baloch claimed that 182 passengers
were taken hostage, and that women, children, and Baloch passengers were
released.

11 AT #Y, BLA YaadT foratee se[d & arar fomar fo 182 Fnfaat &Y seres st orm, 3R
wfgenait, a=at 3R so@ @At i Rer w3 &z )
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"During the operation, only military and intelligence personnel remained as
hostages," said BLA.

" 3Taee & SR, Faer A 3K GREaT ol & e & 9UF W@," BLA A Tl

Pakistan claimed that none of the hostages were harmed during the two-day
operation, which started on Tuesday and concluded on Wednesday.

mﬁmﬁmﬁaﬁaﬁwaﬁqvma:mﬁwﬁaﬁmaﬂwaﬁw
9191, ST AR HT E FIHT IR AR T FATCA G317

However, Pakistani media reported that at least four members of the Frontier
Corps died while clearing the rebel fighters from the train.

gTlifer, TIfehEareY AT & NOE AT fF BiedX SIcd & FH ¥ FH IR 8T AR T,
I 9 27 O el o gere T HIfAA HT | A

Historical context: Baloch insurgency

e et ao= Rele

The BLA was declared a terrorist organisation by the United States on July 2,
2019, during Donald Trump's presidency.

BLA Y 2 1§ 2019 I HANFT G@RT U Arcisharal Wars«T e fam arm a1, st
SiTes €q Irseufa 4

Balochistan, Pakistan’s largest province, has rich petroleum and natural gas
resources, but has faced long-standing insurgency issues.

SefarEdTe, S TS T W@ 937 9id 8, aa 3R wrpfaw e gamei & aey 8,
cifehel 1 THYT W fagle A GHEATHT 71 WHAT T @72

The Baloch have traditionally resisted the Pakistani state, with various clans like
Marris, Bugtis, and Bizenjos joining the movement.

To[d WRETT T { qifFEare o7 & fBare wod 3 1@ 8, forasd 7lff, goeh sk fsiat
ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁraaaﬁﬁwmﬁem?‘rgé%l

The last major crackdown on Baloch rebels occurred in 2006, when President
Pervez Musharraf ordered a military attack, kiling Nawab Akbar Bugti.

aoa fagfeat o anfad a1 d=r g9 2006 ﬁganm,aam‘gﬂﬁrmgamﬁﬂw
FIETS H1 IS AT U1, fSHA Frare Irhay Garct AR 77 |

After this, younger Baloch rebels formed militant groups like the BLA, while many
traditional Baloch leaders went into exile in Europe and Gulf countries.

3 916, JaT T TAafRT & BLA S 3416 G 9o, Siafeh srftramer aRIR aeoer
AT U 3R @ &eif 7 AT 7 T v
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Democrats press Rubio for details of ‘voter turnout’ funds to

India

Democrats press Rubio for details
of ‘voter turnout’ funds to India

IGS Paper Il: India-US |

Sriram Lakshman

Two Democrats in the U.S.
House of Representatives
Foreign Affairs Committee
(HFAC) have written to U.S.
Secretary of State Marco
Rubio seeking details of
the alleged $21 million
spent by the U.S. Agency
for International Develop-
ment (USAID) on “voter
turnout” in India.

They also ask for details
on how the Department
for Government Efficiency
(DOGE) cancelled the pro-
gramme and communicat-
ed the cancellation to
stakeholders.

The letter, dated March
13, 2025, refers to the “$21
million for voter turnout in
India” — an alleged pro-
gramme cancelled by
DOGE, led by billionaire
and Trump administration
adviser Elon Musk.

Under pressure: The lawmakers ask Marco Rubio for a response to
their letter by March 21, 2025. REUTERS

U.S. President Donald
Trump had repeatedly cit-
ed the alleged programme
as an example of wasteful
foreign assistance.

Mr. Trump’s claims had
led to an uproar in Parlia-
ment with the BJP and the
Congress trading charges.

The committee has
oversight over the U.S.
State Department and the
authors of the letter say

they had written to Mr. Ru-
bio three times in February
seeking details of the fund-
ing, but had not received a
reply.

The letter is signed by
HFAC’s Ranking Member
(i.e., a Democrat) Gregory
Meeks and the ranking
member of its South and
Central Asia subcommit-
tee, Sydney
Kamlager-Dove.

“The President’s [Mr.
Trump’s] statements, in-
cluding his unsubstantiat-
ed claim that the Biden Ad-
ministration used these
funds to ‘get somebody
else elected’ ignited a polit-
ical firestorm in India,” the
U.S. lawmakers say in their
letter.

Citing examples such as
the USAID had provided
for the setting up of IIT-
Kanpur, the letter says Mr.
Trump’s “inflammatory
statements” had created
suspicion around the deve-
lopment agency’s work in
India and jeopardised a
long-lasting partnership.

“India is a key strategic
partner and sustaining this
relationship requires
skilled diplomacy,” it says.

The lawmakers ask Mr.
Rubio for a response to
their letter by March 21,
2025.

SAYhTH A AT § IR H ‘AT AdGTT 3 F favor Y Avr

&Y

Two Democrats from the U.S. House of Representatives Foreign
Affairs Committee (HFAC) wrote to U.S. Secretary of State Marco
Rubio, seeking details on the alleged $21 million spent by USAID on
“voter turnout” in India.

3rARER afafafer wem it fader aAnret i wfafa (HFAC) F Y sarbew &
AR Rader 7t At Wt & g foram, foraet USAID ganT sima
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"HETdT AdeT & o #f3d & & @9 f6v v $21 Afeas & Rawor i
AT FY TS|

e They also requested details on how the Department for Government Efficiency
(DOGE) cancelled the programme and communicated it to stakeholders.

3oiet g 4T IoT o XFIY gaTdT 39T (DOGE) & 6 FR%H $ H¥ &g frar it 54
Rt a1 3 g )

Trump administration’s involvement

TFY YRATHST T ${fAHT

e The letter, dated March 13, 2025, refers to the alleged $21 million programme
cancelled by DOGE, which is led by billionaire and Trump administration adviser
Elon Musk.

13 AT 2025 F fa@ aT¢ 99 F, DOGE gaRT &g v 71w &3 $21 fAfoas s &1
Feol@ B 7, T 3Raafa 3R €0 werrws & HemeeR Tale #EF & Aqed H Tomr o

Ter UT|
e Former U.S. President Donald Trump repeatedly cited this programme as an
example of wasteful foreign aid.

qd AR Tegafa StaTes €0 A 50 FFHH 1 aR-aR 9w fha, 58 sremaeas Rgeh

"Il &l 3cTg0T ddIT|
e Trump’s claims caused an uproar in the Indian Parliament, with BJP and Congress
trading accusations.

€9 & gral § ARAT THe H g g3, S diod 3R F1 F veh-g@ W AR Fame|

HFAC’s demand for answers

HFAC & SRR T AT

e The HFAC committee, which oversees the U.S. State Department, stated that they
had written to Rubio three times in February seeking details but received no
response.

HFEAC afafa, st 3R RAder T Hr AR AT §, F Fa1 5 3o Bl & i

IR WAl FY g fo@, Afpa F1$ Fara A8 &)
e The letter was signed by HFAC’s Ranking Member Gregory Meeks and South and
Central Asia Subcommittee Ranking Member Sydney Kamlager-Dove.

99 W HFAC & T Iee A9y A 31T gfayor 3tk #rer ofdrar syafafa & I
ey Azl FHAIN-39 & g&ane |
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Concerns over U.S.-India relations

IHANST-ART T T ohT Far

Trump’s "inflammatory statements” created suspicion about USAID's work in
India and put a long-standing partnership at risk, the letter said.

TF H HgT 1T [ €T & "HSHIS a1 A HRA A USAID & FTAT I WEgRIG T=1T faar
3R T o THT @ el AT @ AR Y @ 7 31 &)

The letter cited past USAID contributions, such as helping set up lIT-Kanpur, to
emphasize the importance of sustaining strong U.S.-India ties.

T 7 USAID ZaART ATEHTEEN-FTTYT T FATIAT & HGE S IAIg01 T galell fer I,
i A ANFT-HRT T TATC [ F Aged W AN A1 31 79 |

"India is a key strategic partner, and sustaining this relationship requires skilled
diplomacy," the letter stated.

T el I [ " AR U 9 OrefaE aelier 8, 3 59 wE Y g @ & fow
FUA FeAllcl HTTRTF ¢ |

The lawmakers asked Rubio to respond to their letter by March 21, 2025.

e 3 TAA A 21 AR 2025 T HY=t IF FHT STATT o1 ¥ AT |
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Hike MGNREGS wages to match
price rise: parliamentary panel

Govt. is yet to take action despite multiple recommendations, says committee headed by Cong. MP; it seeks uniform wage

rates across the country and criticises Centre for the delay in release of pending wages to States, including West Bengal

|GS Paper Il: Government Scheme|

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI/KOLKATA

parliamentary
A committee has
strongly argued for

the revision of wages un-
der the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Scheme
(MGNREGS) in view of the
rising cost of living.

In its report tabled in
the Lok Sabha on Wednes-
day, the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on
Rural Development, head-
ed by Congress MP Saptagi-
ri Sankar Ulaka, also
sought uniform wage rates
across the country.

Currently, the per day
wages vary from ¥234 in
Nagaland and Arunachal
Pradesh to ¥374 in Haryana
and Sikkim. The panel ex-
pressed disappointment
that despite its multiple re-
commendations on this
matter over the years, the
government had not imple-
mented any significant
changes.

The wages currently are
linked to the Consumer
Price Index for agricultural

Suspension of funds has resulted in severe consequences in West
Bengal, including an increase in distress migration. DEBASISH BHADURI

labourers. “The committee
believes that this index
does not fully capture the
real impact of inflation,
and therefore, the method
of wage calculation must
be reviewed and updated
on a priority basis to re-
flect the actual economic
conditions at the ground
level,” it said.

The panel urged the go-
vernment to implement a
“uniform  wage rate”
across all States and Union
Territories, since the
scheme is primarily fund-

ed by the Union govern-
ment. “This would help en-
sure fairness and
consistency in wage pay-
ments under the scheme,”
said the panel, while re-
viewing the budgetary allo-
cation of the Department
of Rural Development.

Payments delayed

The panel also criticised
the government for the de-
lay in disbursement of wag-
es to the States. As per the
report, till February 15, the
total pending liabilities

stood at ¥23,446.27 crore,
including 12,219.18 crore
in wage dues.

The panel report point-
ed out that one-fourth of
the allocated funds
(¥86,000 crore) will go in
clearing the last financial
year’s dues. “Consequent-
ly, the actual working bud-
get for the current financial
year is reduced to
%62,553.73 crore, signifi-
cantly limiting the
scheme’s capacity to func-
tion effectively and meet
its primary objective of
preventing rural distress
and ensuring livelihood se-
curity,” the report said.

West Bengal’s case

The report mentioned the
case of West Bengal, which
has not been receiving
funds for MGNREGS activi-
ties since March 2022. The
Centre stopped the funds
to the State over allega-
tions of corruption in the
implementation of the
scheme. “The continued
suspension of funds has re-
sulted in severe conse-
quences, including a sharp
increase in distress migra-

tion and disruptions in ru-
ral development initia-
tives. This has had a
significant adverse impact
on the livelihoods of rural
populations, exacerbating
economic hardships in the
State. The committee
strongly recommends that
West Bengal receive its
rightful dues for all the
eligible years, except for
the year currently under
dispute in court.”

Strained ties

The Centre froze the fund-
ing after invoking Section
27 of the MGNREGA, 2005,
which allows for stoppage
of funds for violation of
rules in implementation of
the scheme. This has
strained the Centre-State
ties with the Trinamool
Congress holding protests
both in Delhi and in West
Bengal. Chief Minister Ma-
mata Banerjee has written
several letters to the
Centre over the issue of the
release of funds and an-
nounced a  separate
scheme — Karmashree — to
provide jobs to the rural
population in the State.

Hike MGNREGS wages to match price rise: parliamentary

panel

HARIT AT Y AEINE & 6T TIAT ¢ FHAT AR

A parliamentary committee has strongly recommended revising
wages under MGNREGS, citing the rising cost of living.

T QT WA & AN & dged Asiglt Heftra Fxa iy RwRer i g,
Faif Siiaet T9e I aeTd 78 W B

e The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Rural Development, led by Congress
MP Saptagiri Sankar Ulaka, has also demanded uniform wage rates across the
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country.
TrHIoT R W THE TR afAfa, S 31eaeT F1Ew are aeatii a9 SaeT §, A
TR &2 F AT A & Ay AT F ¢

e Currently, per-day wages vary across States, from ¥234 in Nagaland and Arunachal
Pradesh to ¥374 in Haryana and Sikkim.

aoAT 7, faffesr aeat & ufer feer wrergdy srerer-arerer 8, S Amammels 3 v waur #
%234, Srafe ghamon sk Rfdws 7 23741

e The panel expressed disappointment that despite multiple recommendations, the
government has not implemented significant changes.

afAfa & Arrereht srars @ w5 RAwiel & aasg TFR 7 37T a9 FI$ 937 TGA1d 9] Aol
rar &

Issues with the wage calculation system

HoTGL! ITOTAT JUTTeN { S[3Y FHEATE

e MGNREGS wages are currently linked to the Consumer Price Index (CPI) for
agricultural labourers, but the panel believes this does not fully capture the impact
of inflation.

HAWI Y FTGY TAATT A P ATAF! F STRFAT Hed FIHI (CPI) ¥ I g8 &, olfeheT
TfAT &1 ATl & T T5 AErehifa F areafas wsma w1 ff ave A& g

e The panel recommended updating the wage calculation system to reflect actual
economic conditions.

TfATY & AT F0TAT YUTTel H T FIa 1 RGN HY, A1fF 77 areafas s
feufat i gafv)

e The government should implement a uniform wage rate across all States and Union
Territories, as the scheme is primarily funded by the Union government.

TR &1 Wt et 3R F anfle weeit F wane Aogdt a¥ Ay Fel iy, FifEs 7
AT FET T { Fg THR @R e AR 81

Delay in wage payments

Horgdl $garcTeT ¥ &Y

e The committee criticized the government for delays in disbursing wages to States.
TIATT & T2t Y Fergd) oferarer 7 38 F fAT wHR AT 3raraar |

o As of February 15, the total pending liabilities stood at ¥23,446.27 crore, including
12,219.18 crore in wage dues.

15 Bad T, Fol THIAT SAGTRAT €23,446.27 F03 off, 0 212,219.18 F3 Ao
THTAT ATFA AT
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e One-fourth of the allocated funds (86,000 crore) will be used to clear previous
year’s dues, reducing the actual working budget to ¥62,553.73 crore.

rafed 86,000 F3 H ¥ vw-atrs pva Ao Ry a¥ & game g 7 war smea,
a9 aredias FRN s97¢ £62,553.73 FAS I§ ST

¢ The committee warned that this financial constraint could limit the scheme’s
capacity to prevent rural distress and ensure livelihood security.

AT F Aarae & F g8 e arar 5@ At i arior d@e w5 Qe 31t smshfEer
&t YrATRad w3 F avoren w1 AHffa w1 w31

West Bengal’s case
9T STl T ATHEAT

e The report highlighted that West Bengal has not received MGNREGS funds since
March 2022, due to allegations of corruption in scheme implementation.

RO F IR =T 71347 fF ARF 2022 @ IRTH §91Tel &Y AT B A1 7T g, T Jerar
¥ FTeagd H HEER F 3T o § |

e The continued suspension of funds has led to severe distress migration and
disruptions in rural development projects.

%8 VFa ¥ T & 73T The qa1d (AEA) Fa7 ¢ 31K areor R aR@ea e gsnfaa
g &l

e The committee recommended that West Bengal should receive its rightful dues for
all eligible years, except for the disputed year under court review.

gfafa o ReRer Y 7 giRas serne #) @it Aoy aut & o g iy & s, [{aw 3y
g & A TIAT H 31eTed A Rarfea &

Strained Centre-State relations
Fe-TT G H a1

e The Centre froze MGNREGS funding under Section 27 of MGNREGA, 2005, which
allows stoppage of funds in case of rule violations.

Fg oF AT FARAATA, 2005 HY URT 27 & dgd B AF &A7T, S A= & IRt &
Seorae i Fufa 7 farelir weraar taet A aregafar dar 2

e This decision led to tensions between the Centre and West Bengal, with the
Trinamool Congress staging protests in Delhi and Kolkata.

38 here ¥ Fg 3R aftes Fomer & i aera 93 713, 3R qure e o Red sk
Fereh1aT A faer yeeier R
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West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee has written multiple letters to the
Centre, demanding the release of pending wages.

TfRTH SaTel Y HAEIHA AHAT Totalt A Fg B F3 97 A, T3 T Aoy St Fat

$r AT A 7S

The West Bengal government launched its own scheme, ‘Karmashree’, to provide
jobs to rural workers in the absence of MGNREGS funds.

Wmmﬁ‘mﬁ’mmmgmaﬁ,mﬁmﬁﬁamﬁ
fufa & aror sfAST F1 AR =T 51 9|

Centre sanctions 116
new tourist spots
across the country

GS Paper lI:
Government Scheme

NEW DELHI

The Centre has sanctioned
116 new tourist destina-
tions across the country
under various schemes in
partnership with State go-
vernments which would be
developed at a cost of
34,088 crores.

Out of these, 34 have
been sanctioned under the
Swadesh  Darshan 2.0
scheme, 42 have been
identified under the “Chal-
lenge Based Destination
Development (CBDD)”, a
sub-scheme of Swadesh
Darshan, and 40 would be
developed under Special
Assistance to States for
Capital Investment (SAS-
CD.

The Swadesh Darshan
scheme aims to develop
sustainable and responsi-
ble tourism destinations by
focusing on theme-based
circuits and providing fi-
nancial assistance to State
governments for infras-
tructure development. The
scheme was revamped as
Swadesh  Darshan 2.0
(SD2.0) with the objective
to develop sustainable tou-
rism destinations.

The Ministry has also
formulated CBDD as a sub-
scheme under SD2.0 aim-
ing for holistic develop-
ment of destinations to en-
hance tourist experience.

The Swadesh Darshan scheme
aims to develop sustainable
tourism destinations.

The Centre, through the
Union Finance Ministry,
sanctioned 40 projects in
23 States for 3,295.76
crore in 2024-25 under the
‘SASCI - Development of
Iconic Tourist Centres to
Global Scale’ scheme with
the objective to compre-
hensively develop iconic
tourist centres in the coun-
try, branding, and market-
ing them at global scale,
Union Minister for Culture
and Tourism Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat informed
Parliament earlier this
week.

Tribal homestays

The Centre has also ap-
proved the initiative to de-
velop tribal homestays un-
der the Swadesh Darshan
scheme as part of the Prad-
han Mantri Janjatiya Un-
nat Gram Abhiyan.

Centre sanctions 116 new tourist spots
across the country

&g o AAAT A 116 AT gde FUAT BT Fo[L &

The Centre has sanctioned 116 new tourist
destinations in partnership with State
governments, with a total development cost of
4,088 crore.

Fg GIFR o 116 AT G T F A &, A T
THRI & Feaer ¥ s fre e, 3k sadhr Fr
AT 4,088 FHUS g9i|

e These destinations will be developed under various schemes,
including Swadesh Darshan 2.0, Challenge Based Destination
Development (CBDD), and Special Assistance to States for
Capital Investment (SASCI).

¥ Tl AT A3 F dgd Ahfad fFv s, fSere Tager gefr
2.0, Hoier 35 sReaAers 3qaqaie (CBDD) 3R Tt #1 {3 &
foT [ty @grar (SASCI) anfaa g1

Breakdown of sanctioned destinations

HoY T a1 gdee Tyl #1 f@avor

e 34 destinations under Swadesh Darshan 2.0 (SD2.0).
34 gded TU T gefeT 2.0 (SD2.0) & dgd|

e 42 destinations under Challenge Based Destination

Development (CBDD), a sub-scheme of SD2.0.
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42 qIET T doier 9¥3 e 3geqsie (CBDD) & dgd, it SD2.0 &Y U 39-A\STeT
gl

40 destinations under Special Assistance to States for Capital Investment (SASCI).

40 g¥es T AT B Golt fader & forw fardhy wgraar (SASCI) At F dga|

Objectives of Swadesh Darshan 2.0

FaeU Gl 2.0 F 38T

Develop sustainable and responsible tourism destinations with a focus on theme-
based circuits.

T 3R PFATR wdea vuat w1 e F3=, Sae da-3maia affe ) Ry e
feram Soam|

Provide financial assistance to State governments for infrastructure development.
T FIHRT Y Fiaarel aran s F fore e wgrrar yema #3ar|

Challenge Based Destination Development (CBDD), a sub-scheme under Swadesh
Darshan 2.0, aims to holistically develop tourist destinations to enhance the visitor
experience.

doier 9F3 3f¥esiers 3aaysie (CBDD), FTF&2 2 2.0 &Y U 3U-Iioi=T §, foraerT 3e5ed
gdee Tel HT AT FAHRT FAT IR qdeh! & Ierd Y Iga I ¢ |

SASCI: Development of Iconic Tourist Centres

SASCI: yfaf®sa wdes Fal &1 e

The Union Finance Ministry sanctioned 40 projects in 23 States under the SASCI
scheme, with a budget of ¥3,295.76 crore for 2024-25.

e FaTer T F SASCI AT & dEe 23 Tl 7 40 TRAre3it &t F &Y, fSitenr so1e
2024-25 % farw €3,295.76 FAS ¢

The objective is to comprehensively develop iconic tourist centres and promote
them on a global scale.

SHHT 3627 UfafSsd wdea gl &1 carus s F3ar 3R 37 dRas Fav | vaia
FATE |

Union Minister for Culture and Tourism, Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, informed
Parliament about the initiative.

TP AR wdies 74 ol T dwmad F G9E H 56 B 6 AR &

Tribal Homestay Initiative

Jfeardt AT Tger
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e The Centre has approved the development of tribal homestays under Swadesh
Darshan 2.0, as part of the Pradhan Mantri Janjatiya Unnat Gram Abhiyan.

&% TER A FEU G 2.0 & g A g F fawra :Y #sly &, S wererssh
AT oA ATH AT T LT & |

e The aimis to promote rural and tribal tourism while providing economic
opportunities to tribal communities.

ST 3552 AT 3R FATANT Tdest F agrar &1 31 nfeardt woert # snfds
HAAT YETT HIAT & |
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A voluntary mandate

The APAAR ID should not be imposed
without a law in place
T he introduction of an Automated Perma-

nent Academic Account Registry
(APAAR) ID by the Ministry of Education,
to digitise the academic transcripts of every stu-
dent, aims to ensure a “single source of truth” for
all their records throughout their life in the aca-
demic ecosystem in India. Linked with Aadhaar,
APAAR is far from the first such step towards a ra-
pid digitisation of school records in India: since
the implementation of the National Education
Policy, 2020, education authorities have pushed
the Unified District Information System for Edu-
cation Plus (UDISE+) and the Student Database
Management Information System. While these
radically novel technocratic overhauls of record-
keeping are one thing, the blatantly unlawful
ways in which they are being pushed on parents
and wielded as weapons at the State level are
quite another. The description of APAAR as un-
lawful is no mere interpretation: the Education
Ministry’s website is clear that the programme is
not mandatory, with no law mandating its usage.
But schools and district education administrators
do not seem to be operating within that reality.
In Uttar Pradesh and Karnataka, schools have
been given an unambiguous target: 100% “satura-
tion,” or complete enrolment of all students. In
their fervour to attain this target, schools have
warned parents of consequences in the event of
non-enrolment, and State education authorities
have rattled their sabres at religious minority in-
stitutions and even at fellow administrators, al-
leging a mismatch of enrolment data between
APAAR and existing records. In the initial days of
what has now been rechristened as Digital Public
Infrastructure (DPI), the government had similar-
ly been all too keen to propagate Aadhaar and
services such as Digi Yatra to an unsuspecting
(and too often non-consenting) public, achieving
such broad coverage that a formal mandate later
becomes a fait accompli. All-too-familiar issues
such as name mismatches, leading to failure of
enrolment, have also emerged. It is important for
informed consent to be the bedrock of any DPL
Else, it risks being mandated de facto. Collecting
and digitising this data — with tall claims of secur-
ity and convenience — should be alarming when
the Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023 has
yet to take effect. More importantly, the Supreme
Court of India has ruled, in its right to privacy
judgment, that Aadhaar cannot be mandated for
basic education. APAAR is an ill-disguised proxy
that steers clear of the text — but not the spirit —
of that judgment. If the government wishes to un-
dertake the goal of improving the reliability and
accessibility of education records, it should back
its administration of that effort with legislation.

A voluntary mandate

eas rfaaridar

The Automated Permanent Academic Account
Registry (APAAR) ID was introduced by the Ministry
of Education to digitise academic transcripts of
students.

fRreTr FATeT qanT FaaTfod Tl IrwEAe |rar
e (APAAR) 33T & 1 718, for T 3eerT &l &
HFTETAE AR FT FBforcaetor #3ar B

. APAAR is linked with Aadhaar and aims to create a "single
source of truth" for student records throughout their academic journey.

APAAR &I 3TUR & S18T 141 §, 3R 581 36527 ol & Rais & faw
"THd T A TRT FEATE |

Concerns over implementation

FATTaTT BT dFT AT

. APAAR is not mandatory by law, but schools and district
education officials are pushing for 100% enrollment.

APAAR ! &iefetet rferardt 7t fanam ora 8, oifehet Tper iR fora fRyam
IAHRY 100% ATHTFT & fore garg a1 @ §|

o In Uttar Pradesh and Karnataka, schools have warned parents
of consequences if they do not enroll their children in APAAR.

3 Yo 3R FAtesd A, Topell o ATT-RAT FY AHHT o F T
ESTcHS FIATS Y Aaraett Y ¢

. State education authorities have targeted religious minority
institutions, claiming enrollment mismatches between APAAR and
existing records.

= feT AfAFRE F affis rcvaeas avumE) #) e s &,
agargaga%ﬁAPAARsﬁTmagrﬁﬁéa;aﬁiramm%aﬁaaﬁm
LE )

Parallel to Aadhaar expansion
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TR RAEAR & AT 9fhar

e The government previously promoted Aadhaar and Digi Yatra services aggressively,
making them de facto mandatory.

WFHR A ggeol IMUR 31 B I Aarst F 3 70 & TemEr f&ar, 59w 3 saagiRE
T § FfAarT g arv|

e Issues like name mismatches and failed enrollments have already emerged with
APAAR, mirroring previous Aadhaar-related challenges.

AT e o @1 3R AR fawer g Sl FHEATT g ¥ & APAAR & ATY WY ST T8Y
g, Sil MU & T Feilferat i g & |

Legal and privacy concerns

e The Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023 has not yet come into effect, raising
concerns over data security.

RfSree safFaera der wvaror sfdfawa, 2023 3130 e A9 ALY §37 &, TS FeT T Ay
A et 75 71§ ¢

e The Supreme Court of India ruled that Aadhaar cannot be mandated for basic
education, but APAAR functions as an indirect substitute.

ST & T I o rarelT R o P 3 Y gevaey R 3 Fove srfevame et R o
HAT, AT APAAR 8 HIHET T § A1) FIaA Y FIAT FT @8

Need for legislative backing

FIeTeil WY FY ITTRTFHAT

o If the government wants to improve the reliability and accessibility of education
records, it must introduce proper legislation.

AT TFR e Repts A Rreawetraar sk vga # qur s e @, & 39 3fa e
9T HTAT TR

e Informed consent should be the foundation of any digital public infrastructure (DPI).
fret sft Bfoee wrdefas gfaard e (DPI) #r smamfArer giaa weafa gl aifyw

e Without a clear legal framework, APAAR risks becoming a de facto mandate,
undermining privacy rights.

TS FIST FHTefelt o F A1, APAAR SqaeRF T & Hfaard gt avar 8, orad auaar
HTUFRT F1 3T gt gar 8|
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Massive surveillance

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper Il1: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, IS)

1. Real-money gaming firms flag spike in offshore betting
apps
Reaer-aelt AT Fafaat A ATwAR Teears tow 7 gefer wi

IEIGGREE]

2. Aditya-L1 Mission: Scientists Observe a Flareless Coronal
Mass Ejection

AfecT-verl fAeT: Al & T FAR arel ST AT Sl
T T clheT fhaT
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3. Raising the Rusty Dust of Red Soil
oirer TRt it ST w9l e 3ol g%

4. Gold hits $3,000/0z, a first in a historic safe-haven rally

HI=IT $3,000/07 7% TgaT, AagTRie JIMaTa-3AT4 qefor A ggell aR

5. Actions by govts, businesses to shape trade resilience for
years: UNCTAD

WEHRT IR STTATAT §aRT 3BT AT FEHA AR AT HI T8T dh
3THR &1 UNCTAD

6.RBI sets Sovereign Gold Bond redemption at ¥8,624 a unit
RB| & Wit 9Mes dies & Al Ao 8,624 qfar gfae fAuifa

T

7.Dividends from CPSEs exceed RE, surge to arecord
%66,000 crore

CPSEs & amerer §anfara areamer (RE) & arfar, Rals 266,000
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Adepleted waterhole being replenished with water in Nagarahole Tiger Reserve in Karnataka. Waterholes serve as the main source of water
for the animals. They also help in preventing animals from entering human settlements to quench their thirst. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT
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Real-money gaming firms flag
spike in offshore betting apps

These firms argued that heavy taxation would lead to the proliferation of illegal offshore apps;

with the apprehension now materialising, financial strain is leading to industry consolidation

[GS Paper il

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

eal-money gaming
R(RMG) firms are
watching with

alarm as illegal offshore
gambling sites and apps
grow at a rapid rate in In-
dia, but have not yet been
able to convince the go-
vernment to reduce taxes
on the legal industry as a
way to curb illegal players.
Indian RMG firms,
which offer games and fan-
tasy sports that allow users
to stake money for rewards
— with the risk of losses —
have largely been given le-
gal status, thanks to suc-
cessive legal judgments in
their favour. Courts have
ruled that their activities
do not constitute betting
and gambling, thus insulat-
ing them from State bans.
However, the 28% GST
imposed on these firms
has increased their costs
significantly and given an
opening to offshore servic-
es with no claim to legality.
The existence of these
offshore firms have long
been potent fodder in RMG
executives’ efforts to seek
lower taxes from the go-
vernment. Since these
firms operate illegally in In-
dia, switching domains

Indian RMG firms are now increasingly worried by the fast growth of

foreign competitors doing business in India. GETTY IMAGES

and using “mule” bank ac-
counts to stay online and
collect payments from
players, they do not pay
GST at all and cannot be
regulated, unlike Indian
firms like Dreamill and
PokerBaazi.

Swift growth

Even as that argument has
been floated as an effort to
reduce the domestic indus-
try’s tax burden, Indian
RMG firms are now in-
creasingly worried by the
fast growth of foreign com-
petitors doing business in
India.

One industry executive
said that offshore apps
have been growing at a
compound annual growth
rate (CAGR) of 30%, similar
to the initial days of the le-

gal RMG industry before
GST imposition. The legal
industry’s growth rate has
now plateaued to 10% to
15%, the executive said.

A 2024 industry report
by a group called the Think
Change Forum estimated
the cumulative size of the
illegal betting firms at 8.2
lakh crore, noting that this
is growing rapidly.

Authorities have
cracked down on some of
these, such as the Mahadev
app. But those based on fo-
reign shores, such as 1xBet,
are harder to crack down
on, since they constantly
change their banking pro-
viders. The argument —
that the government is fo-
regoing tax revenues with
the proliferation of such
betting sites — has so far

not convinced policymak-
ers to change tack.

Industry consolidation
In the meantime, the RMG
industry is consolidating.
Head Digital Works, an
RMG firm, acquired the pa-
rent company of Adda52,
one of India’s oldest poker
platforms, for 3491 crore
last month. Nazara Tech-
nologies, which offers both
RMG and video games, has
acquired a major stake in
Moonshine Technology,
which runs PokerBaazi.
Another firm, OneVerse,
has acquired the platform
PokerDangal.

Regulations seem to be
in pause mode, with the In-
formation Technology (In-
termediary Guidelines and
Digital Media Ethics Code)
Amendment Rules, 2023
on standby, as the govern-
ment is yet to formally re-
cognise any self-regulatory
body under the Rules’ pro-
visions. The industry has
taken a few steps to bur-
nish its own legitimacy in
light of this inaction, such
as assisting a study that
positively assessed the ef-
fectiveness of playtime li-
mits, and putting out a
code of ethics that reaf-
firmed RMG firms’ existing
safeguards.
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Real-money gaming firms flag spike in offshore betting apps
Reaer-aelt AT Fufaa) A ATwAR Teears tox 7 gefer i
RAfeed [

These firms argued that heavy taxation would lead to the proliferation
of illegal offshore apps.

o7 Ul of e foam o oy swarerrer @ araer s dow iy gEar A gefr
g

e With the apprehension now materializing, financial strain is leading to industry
consolidation.

SH 3TRIHT & T g1t & HROT, Rl gama 3gANT & ThraHaor I 31T o ST &7 &

Real-money gaming (RMG) firms worried over illegal offshore gambling
sites

Rerer-a7=it AT (RMG) Faferar srader sifweR Spam wmsel # A ’ifaa

o lllegal offshore gambling sites and apps are growing at a rapid rate in India.
33 JHTHRAR F3T A1 AR ¥o7 HRa F AN A 9 @ £

e RMG firms have not yet convinced the government to reduce taxes on the legal
industry to curb illegal players.

RMG #9faT 3 T IR $I ITRIATA A1 X TS § [oh hlofeil 36T W FI H el
FXeh 31 TGSt &t e v

Legal status and taxation issues

Frefett Feufar 3iX wremer i axean

¢ Indian RMG firms offer games and fantasy sports, allowing users to stake money for
rewards.

HRAI RMG Fafarar A1eg 3R el Taléq veret ich ¢, TS Sualarehdt qUErl &
fore & o wwa ¥

e« Courts have ruled that these activities do not constitute betting and gambling, thus
insulating them from state bans.

sreTerdl o hwen R § & I afafaftrr aetarsit sit e dr Aoft 31 767 3meh €, orew 305
ST TIHRT & GTAaeT & ST 31347 ¢
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e The 28% GST imposed on these firms has increased costs significantly, giving an
opening to offshore services.

28% STHE 3oT HUTAAT T o9TY & ST # o7 fr g8 @, 50y Sifmeny amsit 1

3ae fAem Bl
Growth of offshore RMG firms
3THAR RMG &farat it gefer
o Offshore firms operate illegally in India, switching domains and using “mule” bank
accounts.
3R YTl R & I & F A el §, SHaeT seerch! @ 3R "#ger S @ral 1
3O A g |

e Theydo not pay GST at all and cannot be regulated, unlike legal Indian firms like
Dream11 and PokerBaazi.

d Rew ot SheadY @€t g 3R fafya gt o o asa, Safe e sRd wafaar
3¥ Dream11 3R PokerBaazi T@I#HT ST UTelel il &

Swift growth of illegal offshore apps

srder 3ifwe o Y JoT gy

e Offshore apps have been growing at a CAGR of 30%, similar to the initial days of legal
RMG industry before GST.

HTHRR ToH T gefer 30% Fr a1fée Thgeftr a7 (CAGR) A &1 W1 &, St GST & 9ga
FITAT RMG 31T Y YIHTA F FAA ¢ |
e The legal industry’s growth rate has now plateaued to 10%-15%.

FTeTeT 3G HY & T 31T TTH 10%-15% T8 1S B

2024 Industry Report on lllegal Betting Firms
2024 Y g5 RUle: 3rder geears Fafar

e A 2024 industry report by Think Change Forum estimated the cumulative size of
illegal betting firms at ¥8.2 lakh crore, noting that this is growing rapidly.

Think Change Forum ZaRT YehifId 2024 FY 5 RUIE & 317AR, e Feearsit
FITAAT T FeT ITHN 8.2 AT FUF 3HiewT AT ¢, 3R T8 AN & T8 W 8
e Authorities have cracked down on some of these, such as the Mahadev app.

IRl & o W HRarg HT g, SId Mahadev ¥
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However, foreign-based firms like 1xBet are harder to crack down on, as they
constantly change banking providers.

ifere el amenfe Fafara, S 1xBet, W FREATS AT HRF ¢ Fifeh § TR-TR 39
AT geTan3it Y e W § |

The argument that the government is foregoing tax revenues due to these betting
sites has not yet convinced policymakers to change their approach.

g dh Toh TIHR FoT TS AISET & HRUT FT AS1ET @Y W@ §, 316 dh Al AATATAT Hr
YA TN Teera F frT el 78 T aram §

Industry Consolidation

3N T TehTHIOT

The RMG industry is undergoing consolidation.
RMG 31T 3 ThIOT T Ifehar Tl T &

Head Digital Works, an RMG firm, acquired the parent company of Adda52, one of
India’s oldest poker platforms, for ¥491 crore last month.

Head Digital Works, Ueh RMG &49efY, o1 el #glel T491 F03 A Addas2 &Y H{el Husit
T ATEFGOT foha, ST HRA F FIH A G CATHIAT A & T & |

Nazara Technologies, which offers both RMG and video games, has acquired a major
stake in Moonshine Technology, which runs PokerBaazi.

Nazara Technologies, St RMG 3R fif2aY 3w gi=f werel Tar &, & Moonshine
Technology ﬁagﬁm%wmfr@ﬂaaﬁ%, St PokerBaazi arfold #ar gl

OneVerse has acquired the platform PokerDangal.

OneVerse & PokerDangal Tolewhisd T 31faargor farar g1

Regulations in Pause Mode

a1 T sraear &

Regulations seem to be in pause mode, with the Information Technology
(Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Amendment Rules, 2023
on standby.

s w1 Reererer ¥ufia €, 31N gaen e reaeyr Ranfader sk Bfoew At
AR Gitan) "t @, 2023 30 o afea B

The government has not yet formally recognized any self-regulatory body under
these rules.

TFR o I T 5 AFAT & dgd fFdt oft To-ams 8T FF 3rRwRE Aegar 81 &
gl
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e The RMG industry has taken some steps to improve its legitimacy, such as:
RMG 3N & 3701 Jeral FURA o [T $© e 3010 §, S
o Assisting a study that positively assessed the effectiveness of playtime
limits.
TF HEFIA H gL FI1, [T oo e faffie i wsmaeiierdr 1 dercas &
& 3HiehT 37|
o Publishing a code of ethics, reaffirming RMG firms’ existing safeguards.

TR ST FHITRIT YT, THTEd RMG Fafarat & Atefer geam surat i 9fee 3|

Aditya-LI1 mission: scientists observe

a flareless coronal mass ejection

|GS Paper lil: S&T

Hemanth C.S.
BENGALURU

Scientists from the Indian
Institute of Astrophysics
(I1A) have reported obser-
vations of a flareless coro-
nal mass ejection (CME)
from the solar atmosphere
with the Visible Emission
Line Coronagraph (VELC)
instrument onboard Adi-
tya-L1 mission.

The Aditya-L1 mission is
India’s first scientific mis-
sion dedicated to studying
the sun and the VELC pay-
load was developed by the
Bengaluru-based IIA.

Scientists  associated
with the IIA said that using
the VELC payload, it was
possible to observe the co-
rona not only closer to
where its base is located in
the solar atmosphere, but
also obtain data at shorter
time intervals compared
with other existing corona-
graphs in orbit.

served the onset of a CME
that erupted from the sun
on July 5, 2024, with no as-
sociation to any flare.

Magnetic instability
They said that the data ob-
tained provide valuable
clues to understand and
differentiate the magnetic
instabilities on the sun that
causes the flares and the
CMEs.

The results of the study
will be appearing soon in
the Astrophysical Journal,
an international peer-re-
viewed scientific journal.

“Observation of CMEs as
and when they originate
on the sun and under-
standing their association
with flares is one of the ma-
jor science goals for VELC,
and we are happy that the
instrument is doing that,”
said R. Ramesh, senior
professor at the I1A and the
principal investigator for
the VELC.

The Aditya-L1 mission is India’s
first scientific mission
dedicated to studying the sun.

that with the sun ap-
proaching the maximum
phase of the current solar
cycle 25, the CMEs are ex-
pected to occur frequently.

Closer monitoring

“Hence, uninterrupted
monitoring of the sun with
VELC for CMEs is expected
to provide valuable data to
the Indian and internation-
al scientific community.

helps to observe the CMEs
close to the limb of the so-
lar surface, and their onset
time. These advantages fa-
cilitate better investigation
of the association between
CMEs and flares near the
solar limb,” Prof. Ramesh
added.

Flares and CMEs are ex-
plosive events in the sun.
They are due to magnetic

reconnection during
which magnetic field lines
rearrange.

During a flare, energy is
released primarily as elec-
tromagnetic radiation from
the heated plasma. Com-
pared with flares, the
CMEs are massive erup-
tions of plasma and mag-
netic field weighing about
trillion kilograms that race
outwards from the sun
through the interplanetary
space at speeds up to
3,000 kilometres per se-
cond. The association bet-
ween flares and CMEs is

The VELC team ob- Prof. Ramesh added

Aditya-L1 Mission: Scientists Observe a Flareless Coronal
Mass Ejection

The unique design of VELC  ambiguous till date.
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T dcliheT fhaT

Scientists from the Indian Institute of Astrophysics (Il1A) observed a
flareless coronal mass ejection (CME) from the solar atmosphere
using the Visible Emission Line Coronagraph (VELC) onboard Aditya-
L1 mission.

HRAT Garer sifadh Geum (11A) & danfaet a snfeea-val feer w #Alsg
Visible Emission Line Coronagraph (VELC) Wﬂiﬂﬂmgﬂ'ﬁmw
qrel FIRVeTel AT SolFerd (CME) &7 3Tdeliehet fHaTI

e The Aditya-L1 mission is India’s first scientific mission dedicated to studying the
sun.

IMTEeT-Ter L AU SR FT qget dAferen et §, S g3 & 3reaae & fov gafia gl

e The VELC payload, developed by the Bengaluru-based lIA, allows scientists to
observe the corona closer to its base and collect data at shorter time intervals than
other coronagraphs in orbit.

Sarer% U 1A ganT [ash @ VELC 9als daTfelent T ST & 3MUR & Fa § aalishe
el A 31 HaTT 7 HiS[g BRIATID T Jolell 7 FH TAT F Hcel I 3T Yred Fla &
HETH ST B |

Observation of CME Without Flare
fS4T Tl X & CME &7 ddlidhel

e The VELC team observed the onset of a CME that erupted from the sun on July 5,
2024, with no association to any flare.

VELC @17 & 5 S[alT$ 2024 FY §F @ faFa T CME o1 3aciiehet foha, it fat sft weram
¥ waftra a7dh 4|

e Magnetic instability is believed to be the cause of this flareless CME.

I HEUTAT T 8 4T FAI T CME T HROT AT ST 8T &
Understanding Magnetic Instabilities
YahT HITYTAT3T T w7

e The data obtained provides valuable clues to understand and differentiate the
magnetic instabilities that cause flares and CMEs.
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T GHST 31 37697 AT ST v B

e The results of the study will be published soon in the Astrophysical Journal, an
international peer-reviewed scientific journal.

3 7ETTA & IRUTH STeg & Astrophysical Journal, Sit f& T FaAIsAT danfas aer
it §, H JRITAT fhT ST
e R. Ramesh, senior professor at IIA and principal investigator for VELC, said that one

of the major goals of VELC is to observe CMEs as and when they originate on the
sun.

IIA % aftss 9ET 3R VELC F W@ reawe, . TAA o &gl foh VELC FT T @ 78T
CME & 3ol & WHY &1 3AHT dalldhed HI ¢ |

Closer Monitoring as Sun Approaches Solar Maximum

AR IOFIHA TROr & FHT 31T &) T IR

o Prof. Ramesh added that as the sun approaches the maximum phase of the current
solar cycle 25, CMEs are expected to occur more frequently.

o TR F T 6 SIA-S1 I A9 FAATT R °AF 25 F AfAUFaH o1 & FO9 377 W@
¢, CME 31 ar g1aY oy Werraer ¢

e Uninterrupted monitoring of the sun with VELC will provide valuable data to both
Indian and international scientific communities.

VELC & #A1eas & g $t Ty forrett sl 3 sfaarsdiy danforss wegerat &t
Agcaqul ST YaTeT el |

e The unique design of VELC allows for better investigation of the association
between CMEs and flares near the solar limb.

VELC &7 375787 f3omser ¥R ¥ag & e & ara CME 3R wol & offer saer Y dgea
SITaH #Ace, T gl

Difference Between Flares and CMEs

FIT 31X CME & 31aX

o Flares and CMEs are explosive events on the sun, caused by magnetic
reconnection where magnetic field lines rearrange.

Tl AR CME & w1 gt arell faemiees geat §, St ey qadaiere & HROT el g,
e gaehra &t Y@d g1 sqafeya @l &1

o During a flare, energy is released as electromagnetic radiation from the heated
plasma.

Tl & NI, 31 cateAT @ Fat Regageda fAfeor & & F scufia gt 1
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e Compared to flares, CMEs are massive eruptions of plasma and magnetic field,
weighing about a trillion kilograms, and moving at speeds up to 3,000 km per
second.

FAIT FY ool #, CME TaltoaT 3R gadhr &t & faremar faewie g1 €, fotetent R srarsrar
e Rferger fratarms gar § 31k 3 3,000 fFeft wfy Qs i a1fa & 3mer e B

e The association between flares and CMEs is still not clearly understood.
TR 3 CME & o1 1 G 319 dsh TUSC T & HHSAT 181 14T ¢

7 7 5 f T
J >,
g i O AR Ly A

g . . 2t e i L * ¢es
Mining in Redi village of Sindhudurg district that has been going on from the 1950s, leading to a depletion of nature, livelihood loss, and health concerns. EMMANUAL YOGINI
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Raising the rusty
dust of red soil

Residents from six villages of Sindhudurg district in Maharashtra oppose iron ore mining projects
entering their lands. Purnima Sah reports on their fear of losing natural resources, livelihoods,

Nanos residents accuse the sarpanch and her
husband of having sold the village out for personal
gain. The sarpanch’s husband, Umesh Purushot-
tam Shetye says the new mining projects will
create jobs.

In their letter in 2022 to the gram panchayat of
the Vengurla taluka, Sindhudurg district, for
another project seeking a no-objection certificate,
JSW Steel had said that they would “mostly carry
out... surface exploration followed by drilling in
the mineral potential areas” but that “there will be
no damage of the land in the grant area”.

Ecologically sensitive zones

and their health, much like Redi., their neighbouring village

S Paper lll: Environment

he Ajgaon zila parishad government

school library in Sawantwadi taluka, in

Sindhudurg district, Maharashtra, is

over 100 years old. On the first floor of
the building, about 40 people between 20 and 70
are gathered from the villages around. On the
walls are painted pictures of Savitribai Phule, C.V.
Raman, and other social reformers. People have
come in from neighbouring vill to discuss
their worry over the ongoing geological survey for
a potential mine in Nanos village.

Mahadev Shetye, 52, a farmer from Nanos, says
that in October 2024, when he was climbing the
hill to his farm, he heard the sound of machines
drilling the earth and felt tremors. He ventured in-
to the forest and saw a patch of land had been
cleared of fruit trees. Mahadev himself grows
cashew, mango, jackfruit, along with chawli
(black-eyes peas), and suran (elephant foot yam).
He he saw three men holding “some ma-
chines”. One, sitting next to a jar of red paint with
a brush in hand, was marking a plastic box that
held samples of stones and soil. “They said they
had been hired by a mining company to conduct a
survey of the land, as there could be a mineral to
be mined. I rushed to the sarpanch (village head)
with other residents of Nanos, but she too was not
aware of this,” says Mahadev.

In July 2022, the Directorate of Geology and
Mining, Government of Maharashtra, had com-
missioned an iron ore mine in Agralvadi and Na-
nos villages on 372 hectares of land to the Goa-
based Sociedade De Fomento Industrial Pvt Ltd.
The first villagers say they heard about it was in
October 2024, with the start of drilling sounds.

‘The Nanos population of around 600 people, is
against the impending mining. They feel it will up-
set the balance of natural resources that will in
turn impact their livelihood. From the mining ex-
perience of another neighbouring village, Redi,
they also fear health conditions that come from
the red dust that hangs in the air.

The next shock for the residents came when
they learnt about another agreement signed bet-
ween JSW Steel Limited and the District Mining Of-
ficer of Si Government of
in 2024. This granted a prospecting licence of iron
ore in the Ajgaon block, which included Shiroda,
Aravali, Talavne, Nanos, and Malewad villages of
Sawantwadi taluka.

JSW Steel Ltd has been given the right to con-
duct an initial investigation of geology and miner-
al resources in 849 hectares of land for iron ore,
manganese, chrome, and nickel associated miner-
als. A prospecting licence for mining is a govern-
ment permit granted by the government to a min-
ing company to conduct initial investigations to
determine if mining operations are viable in that
location. If minerals are discovered, a mining
lease is granted.

A looming presence

Sindhudurg, the southernmost district of Maha-
rashtra, is bordered by the Sahyadri mountain
range on the east and the Arabian sea on the west.
It harbours varied habitats and a rich biodiversity.
In Nanos, like several other villages, people create
step-like platforms on steep slopes to either prac-
tise farming or build their homes. Any movement
on the hill above could have an impact on those
living below or around them.
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Farmer from
Nanos

At the meeting, people talk over each other for
about halfan hour, expressing their anxiety. Sagar
Somkant Nanoskar, 36, who makes kokum sharbat
(juice made from a fruit from the fa-

The Minor Mineral Extraction Rules,
2013, says that no commercial quarrying can take
place in an eco-sensitive zone. Also, for the mining
of minerals, the prior approval of local bodies
such as gram sabhas or a municipality is neces-
sal

mily), in Nanos, is asking Ramesh Gauns, 74, a re-
tired schoolteacher from Bicholim in Goa, to
guide the villagers with steps they can take to stop
the mining projects. Gauns is an environmental
activist, who has taken the Vedanta group to the
National Green Tribunal over their mining project
in Bicholim, and several other mining companies
to the Supreme Court. “First decide, whether you
want khaani (mines) or paani (water),” he asks
and people respond, “Paani”.

“So far, we have examined the geographical lo-
cation of this region and taken phntogmph: and
maps of forest patches, water resourc
schools, religious sanctums, and homes. Our next
step is to file RTI (Right to Information) requests
with the forest department, mining department,
water resource department, pollution control
board, and local panchayat body,” Gauns shares
with the attendees. After they receive the respons-
es, they will file a case against the authorities, he
says. He warns that since it is not a tribal village,
their fight with the mining company could be ex-
tra challenging.

He explains that a gram sabha lution in a

non-tribal area around a mining project does hold
weight, as it represents the collective voice of the
community, but its legal power is less robust com-
pared to a resolution passed in a Scheduled Area.
“There, under the provision of the Panchayats
(Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act (PESA), 1996,
gram sabhas have greater authority over forest
land and resource management due to the tribal
population’s rights,” he says.

Nanos sarpanch, Prajakta Umesh Shetye, says
that government authorities did not inform her or
any villager about the geological survey. It was on-
ly when drilling sounds were heard that she ap-
proached the District Collector’s office, where she
learnt about the mining contract.

“I'wrote a letter to oppose the prospective min-
ing operation in our village, but the gram pan-
chayat members filed a no-confidence motion
against me. In the first week of March 2025, I re-
ceived orders from government officials to coop-
erate with the survey. I will have to obey to the or-
ders,” she says.

Ty.
A Cenual government report, updated in July
2024, 35% of the West-
ern Ghats as ecologically sensitive. It covers
56,825.7 square km, spread across Maharashtra,
Guijarat, Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu.
AJuly 6, 2022, gazette notification of the Minis-
try of Environment, Forest and Climate Change,
Government of In-
dia, says that the
QQ Western Ghats are
an important geo-
The Minister assuredus ~ logical  landform
that no mining project and a global biodi-
would be forcedonus ~ Versity hotspot.
g s villaoe wac per the notifica-
if Ih'e entire village was tion, all the Sindhu-
against it durg villages where
SAGAR SOMKANT NANOSKAR  mining prospect-
Nanos resident ing licences have
been granted, eith-
er fall under the eco-sensitive zone or eco-sensi-
tive buffer zones.

Nanoskar and about 50 others had planned to
go on a hunger strike against the ongoing survey
on Republic Day, but the day before, on January
25, the Si District Collector’s office
called them for a meeting with the Guardian Mi-
nister of the district and the Minister of Fisheries
and Ports in Maharashtra, Nitesh Narayan Rane.

“The Minister assured us that no mining project
would be forced on us if the entire village was
against it. He directed the mining department to
prepare a report saying that villagers are against it
and submit it to the State and Central government.
But since then, there has been no update,” says
Nanoskar.

Over a call, the Minister says, “No mining pro-
ject can start without the consent of people. In a
meeting with the residents in January, I had as-
sured them that even if it is a Central government
project and approval has come, as a Guardian Mi-
nister, it is my duty to preserve the natural re-
sources in Sindhudurg.”

Depleting resources

Nanos’ residents’ fears stem from iron ore mining
in Redi that began in the late 1950s and continues
to date. Redi is about 8 kilometres from Nanos and

Activist-environmentalist Ramesh Gauns; Ajgaon sarpanch Yashashree Saudagar at a village meeting, ENMANUAL YOGINI
e—
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6 km from Ajgaon, where the meeting is held. Sev-
eral companies operate here.

Ajgaon sarpanch Yashashree Saudagar says,
“Once Redi used to be like our village; today it is
only covered in red dust. We do not want a Redi to
be repeated.” Redi’s people were once farmers
and fisherfolk. The forests and coasts only had
sounds of the waves hitting the beach and the
chirping of birds.

Now, villagers say that all they hear is the noise
heavy lorries transporting minerals sold across In-
dia and the world. Over the years, their indepen-
dent livelihoods have been denuded. Now, they
mostly work for the mining companies as labour-
ers and cleaners.

In Nanos, every house in the village has a kitch-
en garden where red and green chillis, ladies’ fin-
gers, and brinjal grow. Fruit trees like mango and
chikoo (sapota) are everywhere.

Prasad Gawade, 31, an environmentalist, popu-
lar as Konkani Ranmanus on Instagram, has been
creating on the rich biodi y of
Sindhudurg since 2019. “If giant companies stan
mining in this area, there can be major environ-
mental disasters. Every region in this district
grows some crop: paddy, pulses, fruits, vegeta-
bles. There are clean sources of drinking water
that do not need filtration. The coastal residents,
kolis, practise fishing,” says Gawade, emphasi mg
the need to have an environmental impact a
ment study to understand the impact of mining
projects in eco-sensitive zones.

He claims Sindhudurg has over 2,000 sacred
groves that are home to ancient deities. “We have
a rare freshwater wetland which we call, dev ka
Jjungle (forest of the gods). There is a unique flo-
wering tree called surangi that blooms in spring
and nagkesar flower that is used to make perfume.
There are salt pans and freshwater fish too,” he
says, adding that the laterite rock on the Konkan
coast acts as an aquifer.

On March 22, 2024, the Bombay High Court had
declared Sawantwadi and Dodamarg (both in
Sindhudurg district) an ecologically sensitive area
to ensure protection for the wildlife corridor. Sta-
lin Dayanand, project director of Vanashakti, a
Mumbai-based non-profit that works towards res-
toring natural habitats and protecting biological
diversity across Maharashtra, was one of the peti-
tioners.

He says, “People in Dodamarg have seen how
the only mine at Kalane, just 10 km away, des-
troyed forests and wildlife habitats, and caused
natural disasters like landslides.” He says the court
took evidence into account, but, “the State go-
vernment is yet to comply with the order.”

Redi’s health crisis

Depleting natural resources though, are not the
only fear of the villagers. Dr. Vivek Eknath Redkar,
who has worked for over 35 years treating and stu-
dying people exposed to mining in Maharashtra,
has published various scientific research papers
on the issue. One of his research papers published
in the European Heart Journal found that because
of deeply dug mines, the groundwater table of
wells has gone down.

“In our 2019 research, we found that all water
sources in Redi were contaminated with metals,
unsuitable for drinking by humans or animals.
The water contains high levels of fluoride, detri-
and tooth health. It also causes
1 infections,” Dr. Redkar, who runs
the Redkar Charitable Hospital in Redi, says.

His research among 4,000 people found that a
region exposed to mining for over 60 years has
congestive cardiac failure because of repeated
lungs infections. “Such patients were given ste-
roids on a repetitive basis that later caused dia-
betes in the area. At present, every 6 patients out
of 10 suffers from diabetes that could have been
avoided if they had been given masks.”

Sunanda Gawande, 84, from Sukalbhat hamlet
in Redi, suffers from acute bronchitis. She has an
oxygen cylinder at home to use in emergencies.
“My husband used to load and unload minerals in
the minefields. He had two heart attacks before 50
and a third one at 76, when he died.”

purnima.sah@thehindu.co.in

Residents from six villages in Sindhudurg district, Maharashtra,
oppose iron ore mining projects entering their lands.
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e They fear losing natural resources, livelihoods, and health, similar to Redi, their
neighboring village.

J wipfas FaeE, TNt 3R T & Jhar @ 30 8, ST i 3o gt ara 38
H g3l

Discovery of Mining Survey

Geld FAETOT Y @t

e Mahadev Shetye, 52, a farmer from Nanos, heard drilling sounds and saw a patch
of land cleared of fruit trees in October 2024.

AN T & 52 Tl FrareT AgreT Aed 7 ragax 2024 # 3 v smarst ot 3R dar
foh el & 93 FTeHT T STHNT FT THST A6 FHaT aram o7

e He found three men with machines, marking plastic boxes filled with soil and stone
samples.

3ogiel dlieT it Y FrefiaAt & wrer &, St fAedt 3R veR & FoEl @ o cenieesd atew
Rt w I

e The workers said they were hired by a mining company for a land survey.
HTAHT o ST foh 3¢ GeteT Feit oF qfA waror F fw fagera fram am|

e Thevillage sarpanch was unaware of the survey, which raised concerns among the
villagers.

T Y T F) 10T T FIS FAPRY 78T A, 5D arefiont & Riar 56 73|

Government Mining Contracts

e InJuly 2022, the Directorate of Geology and Mining, Maharashtra, commissioned an
iron ore mine in Agralvadi and Nanos villages (372 hectares) to Goa-based
Sociedade De Fomento Industrial Pvt Ltd.

STATE 2022 H, AFRTSE & {faarer AR Teter fAdeanery & ey Pua Wramsss 3 whiel
gsfcad yisde fRAfAes = srameas) 3k A a1 (372 §FeaR) A dlg 3raTw e &
ST T

e JSW Steel Ltd was also granted a prospecting licence in 2024 for iron ore,
manganese, chrome, and nickel across 849 hectares in Ajgaon block (including
five villages).
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e Aprospecting licence allows initial geological investigations, and if minerals are
found, a mining lease is granted.

HFAYOT TS YRR spdnfare stia &7 gt &ar ¢, 3R afe @fors oo o &, &
G geeT f&ar Srar

Geographical and Ecological Concerns

stanfae sitv aifeufas Rarne

e Sindhudurg district is surrounded by the Sahyadri mountains on the east and the
Arabian Sea on the west, making it ecologically rich.

Rty fovem qd o W wda 3 afesr 3F s wRR @ o gan &, e 7%
TRfEufas &9 @ T ey &

e Villagers in Nanos practice farming on step-like platforms on steep slopes, which
could be affected by mining activities.

AT 317 F AT Sertell 9T WA Bl H Welt Fd 8, S Garet arfafaferat & genfaa o
aFa ¢
Villagers’ Protest and Legal Actions

T gl 1 3 3R Fepel FRaETS

e Environmental activist Ramesh Gauns, who has fought mining companies in Goa and
Supreme Court, advised villagers to file RTI requests.

YATEROT FAHAT W A, [Segier aMar 3K gl F1¢ 7 @oter Fafaat & f@ems o318 a@
8, o IOl @ HET 1 HIAFR (RTI) TG aTi@e H3T 61 Follg ol

e Gram sabha resolutions hold weight, but in non-tribal areas, they have less legal
power compared to Scheduled Areas under PESA, 1996.

AT WHT TEATAL FT HET B1aT ¢, olfehet IT-ATaATHY &1 3 Seveht FIefal) worrar AT
&3 (PESA, 1996) Y erell & FH gIcll &

Sarpanch Controversy
9™ Qe

e Nanos sarpanch, Prajakta Umesh Shetye, was not informed about the geological
survey.

AT $Y TG, TSTFdT IHA A, T A7AMAF GI&T0T Y FI$ FAT o781 &1 18 Y|
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e She opposed the project but later received orders in March 2025 to cooperate with
the survey.

Sogiel IRATSTAT T faRTer fomaT, ifehet AT 2025 & WHaTOT ¥ TEANT Xt HT ATeer A
o Villagers accused her and her husband of supporting mining for personal gain.

IO A 39 W 3R 39 gfad R ATFT9ra ams7 & fOw @atet 1 FHST FI9 &7 3RT
ST

Eco-Sensitive Zones and Legal Violations

YATIROT-HageTeiTer 817 3R FTefeAT Secree

e Maharashtra Minor Mineral Extraction Rules, 2013, prohibit quarrying in eco-
sensitive zones without local gram sabha approval.

#gRTSe oY @At fasewdor faaer, 2013, & 3TER AT FT A qF FIHa F ¥
TATIoT-HagaTeler a1a 7 wetet fafgy g1

e A July 2024 Central Government report classified 35% of the Western Ghats
(56,825.7 sq. km) as ecologically sensitive.

TS 2024 FY Fg TFR FT Rale o afReslt are F 35% &4 (56,825.7 F91 fFadt) &1

qaTaRoT-gagTete a1 fora|
e The July 6, 2022, Gazette Notification by the Ministry of Environment, Forest &
Climate Change recognized the Western Ghats as a global biodiversity hotspot.

6 SIS 2022 T T I fAEra, St foh gavor, aef va Sy IRade #Ared earT
S &Y 315 oY, & gfRaH ure Fr IRTF ST [fFerar gleraic & w9 & A=A &

Political Assurances and Lack of Action

TSI A 3 FRATS Y Hat

e OnJanuary 25, 2025, the Sindhudurg District Collector’s office called protesting
villagers for a meeting with Minister Nitesh Narayan Rane.

25 Steradt 2025 1, fAegh o Feleret HrATerd o faNer Y I ATA0T I #Ht farcrer
ARTIOT IO F 45 o TV Jearar|

e The minister assured them that no mining project would proceed if the entire village
opposed it.

#AY o JmearweT 4w o6 I o a1 ey w¥em ot #é off werer aRAsra aidh e

e The mining department was directed to report villagers' opposition, but no further
update has been given.

A fasmer Y Ao & R F1 R IR == F [ Ru ae, afFa smaw 18
HYST AL AT
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Minister'sStatementonMiningProjects

AT RS IH ARG

o Over acall, the Minister stated that no mining project can start without the
consent of the people.

TF i W, 7l & Fg1 o Sevaar A GeAfa F e w15 off @erer aR@isren g% 7@ o
FFHdl|

e InJanuary 2025, during a meeting with the residents, he assured them that even if
the project has Central Government approval, his duty as Guardian Minister is to
preserve natural resources in Sindhudurg.

SadY 2025 &, @Al F a1 v 3o+ F SR, 3egiar 3mearaeT o fF s g
TRATSTAT Y Fg TR A F et 18 BY, Aot waTd 7R & T 7 o701 Ferew Ry
¥ Urpfas FaTH) HY TS FT 8

DepletingResourcesandRedi’sMininglmpact
e Iron ore mining in Redi began in the late 1950s and continues today.
3 3 wite 3raF @eAeT 1950 & &2 & A H L6 FIHT AT A 3T st SR R

e Rediis 8 km from Nanos and 6 km from Ajgaon, where the meeting was held.
Several companies operate there.

W e @ 8 et 3R arsrarania @ 6 Rl qT ¥, et Ao g oft| I 3 huferal HE A
wel

e Ajgaon sarpanch Yashashree Saudagar stated that Redi was once like their village
but is now covered in red dust.

IrSrgaTa T G TR Hler 7 FeT B 18 ggd 397 a7 A e U1, AT 7 7@ @
E TSl el § T g3 &

« Earlier, Redi’s residents were farmers and fisherfolk, but now most work for
mining companies as laborers and cleaners.

ged, Y31 & fyare fraret ik Agam 9, Afwe e srflreier wore Fufaa 7 #faw ik
ARIEFHAT F T H H1H HIA 8|

AgriculturalWealthofNanos

AT ARTH NHISTHER

(3

e Every house in Nanos has a kitchen garden growing red and green chillis, ladies'
fingers, and brinjals.

A & & H & 91 @S aeiiEr €, STer arer 3 g A, @ siv dae 3ene s §)
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Fruit trees like mango and chikoo (sapota) are abundant in the village.

g # 3 AR g (wdeTn) F 93 TR AT H B

EnvironmentalConcernsRaisedbyActivists

S S -

Prasad Gawade, 31, an environmentalist known as Konkani Ranmanus on
Instagram, has been spreading awareness on Sindhudurg's biodiversity since
2019.

TG 193, 31, Y SFEHAH W FF TAATY F 07 § Ty siawwrfag &, 2019 &
fRiegget it Sta fafaerar & art 7 Smerewar b @ 2

He warns that large-scale mining could lead to major environmental disasters.
gl Aaraet & fF 92 S W @ae ¥ 92 q3TaRoiiT 39T @) gt

Sindhudurg grows crops like paddy, pulses, fruits, and vegetables, and has clean
water sources that do not require filtration.

e freex Y Imaeasar 741 Bl

The coastal Koli community depends on fishing for livelihood.

T Frelt FHETT 9=l 3TN & forw Foeh vFsa W AR

SacredGrovesandSindhudurg’sBiodiversity

eRFERR g T

Sindhudurg has over 2,000 sacred groves, home to ancient deities.

fRegat 7 2,000 ¥ 31Tt 9fd ao1 §, S wreher Saaait 1 e wu )

A rare freshwater wetland called "Dev ka Jungle" (Forest of the Gods) exists in the
region.

& 7 "3T T ST ATHS T GorsT HS TTelt &7 Ao & #Alog 2

Unique flowering trees like Surangi (blooms in spring) and Nagkesar (used for
perfume making) are found here.

IgT gLt (S a8 7 f&erar 8) 3R AnreR (39 9 & faw ygwa) o sgfadr geer
g&T 9TT ST &
The laterite rock in the Konkan region acts as a natural aquifer.

FIHOT 817 Y RFT T UF TIHTaF FTAaeH & T H F1 FLell §

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page5 2



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

a
www.patrioticias.in

Pa

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

la

LegalRulingontheEnvironment

o

On March 22, 2024, the Bombay High Court declared Sawantwadi and Dodamarg
in Sindhudurg as ecologically sensitive areas to protect wildlife corridors.

22 AT 2024 FY, 91F FEHIE A RGN F Aradarst AR AR F Fegsitg afaary F

&N & fow qaiavolT w0 & @agerefer & aif¥a |

Stalin Dayanand, director of Vanashakti (a Mumbai-based NGO), stated that
Kalane mine in Dodamarg destroyed forests and wildlife habitats, leading to
landslides.

T UITVT WIS ‘Terefae’ & fAgers Teifot ganie o &g far Qs i Fort @ge o
Stareil 3R aegsiia TaTEl H1 7€ FT 1, FSae spraer g3

The court ruled in favor of environmental protection, but the State Government
has yet to comply.

JeTerd & TATEIOT FIETOT & TaT A harell GoArd, Aot Tod AIFR F 3 aF FHHT Telet
e R 8

Redi’sHealthCrisisDuetoMining
GAAFHRUNSATAELITRHC

Dr. Vivek Eknath Redkar, a doctor with over 35 years of experience, has studied
the health impacts of mining in Maharashtra.

31 e Ty Y3HT, 35 AT & HTHT ATel STFe, o HERISE H Welel & TARELY YHTET H1
ey frar g

His 2019 research in the European Heart Journal found that Redi's groundwater
was contaminated with metals, making it unsafe for drinking.

3% 2019 & AN (European Heart Journal) 3 91T 3T fo 38t &7 s{arer it ¥ g
o1, forad 78 diet & fore rgiare g aram|

The water contains high levels of fluoride, which causes bone and tooth decay
and gastrointestinal infections.

3 UTell & 3T T HT FARISS 917 7137, R g3t sk giat & arfar o srew
HHHAT G|

A study of 4,000 people found that prolonged exposure to mining dust led to
congestive cardiac failure due to repeated lung infections.

4,000 ST & AT F GTIT AT FF WAl 4 & & AT A §9IF A @t  IR-a-

m$m$wmm§|
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e Prolonged use of steroids for lung infections led to a high incidence of diabetes in
the region.

3T F FHAVT & AT dd THT TF TRTS F 3TAT F 57 &7 A AYAT Y geasit Fr
et fem|

e Sunanda Gawande, 84, from Sukalbhat hamlet in Redi, suffers from acute
bronchitis and relies on an oxygen cylinder.

8 & garersie Ma Y 84 adffa Geoiar rars F 73R siwsiew § 3k a7 siwdee Rt
a7 frsiR &

e Her husband, a former mine worker, suffered two heart attacks before 50 and a
third at 76, which was fatal.

3% ufay, St et # 1 I &, FY 50 a9 F gga &Y 3 76 a¥ v 3y # Awwr e v
&1 a1, e 3o 77 Y S|
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Gold hits $3,000/0z, a first
in a historic safe-haven rally

Bullion has risen almost 14% so far this year, driven by concerns over impact of Trump’s tariffs and

stock sell-off though it is traditionally viewed as a safe store of value during geopolitical turmoil

GS Paper lll: Capital
Market

TCIS

BENGALURU

old broke through
G the key $3,000 bar-

rier on Friday for
the first time as investors
piled on to a historic rally
in the safe haven asset to
seek cover from economic
uncertainty sparked by
U.S. President Donald
Trump’s tariff war.

Spot gold rose 0.1% to
$2,991 an ounce at 9:42 am
ET after hitting an all-time
high of $3,004.86.

U.S. gold futures gained
0.4% to $3,002.30.

Gold’s surge past the
$3000 milestone was dri-
ven by “beleaguered inves-
tors seeking the ultimate
safe-haven asset given Mr.
Trump’s tumult on stock
markets,” said Tai Wong,
an independent metals
trader.

Traditionally viewed as
a safe store of value during
geopolitical turmoil, bul-

Code red: Gold could see a significant correction when a resolution
to trade issues appears and asset markets recover. REUTERS

lion has risen nearly 14% so
far this year, driven by con-
cerns over the impact of
Mr. Trump’s tariffs and a
sell-off in stock markets.

Unsettled markets

Mr. Trump’s protectionist
policies have unsettled glo-
bal markets, with U.S.
stocks witnessing a week-
long sell-off, sending the
S&P 500 plunging into cor-
rection territory, losing $4

trillion.

“Real asset money man-
agers, particularly in the
West, needed a strong
stock market and econom-
ic slowdown scare to re-
turn to gold — and that’s
happening now,” said Ole
Hansen, head of commodi-
ty strategy at Saxo Bank.

Gold has also been sup-
ported by central bank de-
mand, with key buyer Chi-
na building its bullion

reserves for a fourth
straight month in
February.

“Central banks continue
record-level gold acquisi-
tions, seeking to diversify
away from an increasingly
volatile U.S. dollar,” said
GoldCore CEO, David
Russell.

Expectations of mone-
tary easing by the U.S. Fed-
eral Reserve have also
helped zero-yield gold.
The Fed is expected to
keep rates unchanged next
week, although traders are
betting on cuts to resume
in June.

However, gold could see
a significant correction,
“when a resolution to
trade issues appears and
asset markets recover.”
Wong said.

In other metals, silver
added 0.3% to $33.9 an
ounce, platinum gained
0.3% to $997.00 and palla-
dium firmed 21% to
$978.18.

Gold hits $3,000/0z, a first in a historic safe-haven rally

YT $3,000/02 T Tg AT, AAgTRieh FRI&TT-3T5T Jef & Tgell aR

Bullion has risen almost 14% so far this year, driven by concerns over
the impact of Trump’s tariffs and stock sell-off, though it is
traditionally viewed as a safe store of value during geopolitical

turmoil.
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gHTa FY A R & IRa ¢, aefF 38 TaiE w7 & s-ueifas srenfa
& NI Hed & GIIRA 3R & w7 # @1 1 2

Gold broke through the key $3,000 barrier on Friday for the first time as investors piled
on to a historic rally in the safe-haven asset to seek cover from economic uncertainty
sparked by U.S. President Donald Trump’s tariff war.

FHAR I Tgoll ) [T Hgea T $3,000 T HIHAT IR Y IAT Fi1eh flarent o Tl
HfATRETAT & sraet & forw FI&YT-3msrr qufer 7 faer i, St AR wsgufar Sares €0

& R Zger & HROT 3cTee G5
Spot gold rose 0.1% to $2,991 an ounce at 9:42 am ET after hitting an all-time high of
$3,004.86.

FqTe Mes Jag 9:42 Tt §E 9T 0.1% Tt $2,991 Fict 31 g1 91T, SHA Ug el g 310+

HAHIAIF ITd T $3,004.86 T Tg Tl
U.S. gold futures gained 0.4% to $3,002.30.
AR Mes Fgad 0.4% T $3,002.30 & 1T

Gold’s surge past the $3,000 milestone was driven by “beleaguered investors
seeking the ultimate safe-haven asset”, said Tai Wong, an independent metals
trader.

|t Y gEfer 3 $3,000 T HAT AR Y, iR " GRATT foraerss sifor guidra-msrr wufer Hr
AT FI T A," TIAT T SITIRT T F¥eT o el |

Trump’s protectionist policies have unsettled global markets, with U.S. stocks
witnessing a week-long sell-off, sending the S&P 500 plunging into correction
territory, losing $4 trillion.

Y Y FIETUTEIET AfAET o dfRges IToTRT &hr 3R X fear, e 3RS R e &

HoeTE 1T T fasharell g5, S&P 500 YR &1 # PR arar AR $4 feferaet o1 JharT gam|

Real asset money managers needed a strong stock market and economic
slowdown scare to return to gold, said Ole Hansen, head of commodity strategy at
Saxo Bank.

aREdfa® HUTY Tl AT Feidh aTaR 3N IfF FE & T 6T 3raegenar drarfer a
et 7 a9 olle Toh, A daa, v, JFwr 3 = Fer|

Central bank demand has also supported gold, with key buyer China building its
bullion reserves for a fourth straight month in February.

FERT S P AT N A B FAST 871 8, Towe v @R de A wrad A demar
Y AR 3797 Wit A SR TS|

GoldCore CEO, David Russell said, "Central banks continue record-level gold
acquisitions, seeking to diversify away from an increasingly volatile U.S. dollar."
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TesHR e, 3R @ g, "HFET 3% RF1E Fav | A A Glerlt o W@ ge e,

Tgclt YT are ARFY ster ¥ RAfderar o= Ar Ffrr ww @ &1

e Expectations of monetary easing by the U.S. Federal Reserve have also helped

zero-yield gold.

FARS Bster Rerd carT #ifgsw wgarar Fr 37ACT o off fa=m sarer arer @9 1 Ace &1 &

e The Fed is expected to keep rates unchanged next week, although traders are betting
on cuts to resume in June.

%3 39T AecTg SATS &1 Y IIRATele It T HHGAT &, BT ST [ & Fele fhT
¥ YE A H 3G WG ¢

o« However, gold could see a significant correction, “when a resolution to trade
issues appears and asset markets recover,” said Wong.

TSR & FUR BNM," 1T o el |

e Other metals:
31?-:!‘&1@"!‘

o Silver added 0.3% to $33.9 an ounce.
TidY 0.3% T $33.9 Uia @ ar a1

o Platinum gained 0.3% to $997.00.

CafesTaH 0.3% ST $997.00 &Y a7
o Palladium firmed 2.1% to $978.18.
FATTH 2.1% TEhT $978.18 gY I1m|

Actions by govts, businesses to shape
trade resilience for years: UNCTAD

[GS Paper llI: International Trade |

N. Ravi Kumar
HYDERABAD

Global cooperation and ba-
lanced policies are critical
to preventing economic
fragmentation and safe-
guarding long-term growth

amid growing trade uncer-
tainty, the UN Conference
on Trade and Develop-
ment (UNCTAD) has said.
While China’s stimulus
and lower inflation in some
regions are likely to sup-
port trade, protectionism

and shifting policies in ma-
jor economies are key
risks, UNCTAD said in an
update on global trade co-
vering data through early
March. The challenge in
2025 will be to prevent glo-
bal fragmentation — where

nations form isolated trade
blocs — while managing
policy shifts without un-
dermining long-term
growth. Actions taken now
by governments and busi-
nesses will shape trade re-
silience for years to come.
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Actions by govts, businesses to shape trade resilience for
years: UNCTAD

WEHRT R STTATAT §aRT 3BT AT FEHA AR ddIde HI q8T dh
HTHR &I UNCTAD

Global cooperation and balanced policies are critical to preventing
economic fragmentation and safeguarding long-term growth amid
growing trade uncertainty, the UN Conference on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD) has said.

dRas wear 3R wgfaa Afaar sedt sarafes sfafRaaar & & anfds
Rrser Y et 31T T qaftr # qeaT & e Ageayet §, sy ue
IR 3 e §FAST (UNCTAD) & FgT|

e While China’s stimulus and lower inflation in some regions are likely to support trade,
protectionism and shifting policies in major economies are key risks, UNCTAD said in
an update on global trade covering data through early March.

i & icHTea 3URI 3R $o &1 F F7 AR & SR 1 TASA (el hr THE= g,
oifeheT TYaTUTaTE 3R Y@ 3rdcgaean3it # Aifaard sgera &g SifEH 9 §U Y, UNCTAD
o AT FY YT cIeh o 3iehst T TR AR AR Iregasr & Fg|

e The challenge in 2025 will be to prevent global fragmentation — where nations form

isolated trade blocs — while managing policy shifts without undermining long-term
growth.

2025 # Feitclr AR TATST T Uehell G — STET S HTM-YoldT SATIR WG o1l Hebel &
— 3k Afeere sgeal = 38 A Y& S gren & o geftr ysfad o 8|

e Actions taken now by governments and businesses will shape trade resilience for
years to come.

TR 3T STaarAT aRT 3730 331U 9T SHeH AR ddterder 1 #fasy & ast g geriad
|
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RBI sets
Sovereign
Gold Bond
redemption at
38,624 a unit

GS Paper lll: Capital
Market

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) said the price for the
final redemption of Sove-
reign Gold Bonds (SGBs)
due on March 17 would be
38,624 per unit of SGB.

Closing price

“This price has been fixed
based on the simple aver-
age of closing gold price for
the week March 10-13,
2025,” the banking regula-
tor said.

“The redemption price
of SGB shall be based on
the simple average of clos-
ing price of gold of 999
purity of the week (Mon-
day-Friday), preceding the
date of redemption, as pu-
blished by the India Bul-
lion and Jewellers Associa-

tion Ltd. (IBJA),” the
central bank added.
The SGBs 2016-17 Series

IV issued on March 17, 2017
as per the Union Govern-
ment’s Sovereign Gold
Bond Scheme are repaya-
ble on the expiration of
eight years from the date of
issue of the gold bonds.
“Accordingly, the final
redemption date of the
above tranche shall be
March 17, 2025, it said.

RBI sets Sovereign Gold Bond redemption at
8,624 a unit

RBI & Hiaxe Mes dies T Al HeT 8,624 i
Ifere freiia femar

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) said the price for the
final redemption of Sovereign Gold Bonds (SGBs) due
on March 17 would be ¥8,624 per unit of SGB.

HRAT R &% (RBI) F g1 i AT aMles d@ies (SGBs) &
17 AT Y g1eF aTer 3fAeT AleIeT 71 {7 28,624 wfa gfare
gl

e Closing price: “This price has been fixed based on the simple average of
closing gold price for the week March 10-13, 2025,” the banking regulator
said.

FHTYA Hed: "Ig Hed 10-13 ATT 2025 & HCATG o Aol hT FATIA hIHAd &
|reRoT e & TR W iR fmar o &, S s o )

e “The redemption price of SGB shall be based on the simple average of
closing price of gold of 999 purity of the week (Monday-Friday), preceding
the date of redemption, as published by the India Bullion and Jewellers
Association Ltd. (IBJA),” the central bank added.

"SGB &1 A Hed 38 Aodg (WIHATR-YHAR) F 999 YEET dTel Hled I
HATI A & FYUROT 3ad W 3mend g, St At fafd & uger &1 deag
glam, St foh 33T gfaaer vs et waiffvere faffs (1BJA) canry genriRra
fRaT I AT &, hel T Sk o SATST|

e The SGBs 2016-17 Series IV, issued on March 17, 2017, as per the

Union Government’s Sovereign Gold Bond Scheme, are repayable on the
expiration of eight years from the date of issue of the gold bonds.

SGBs 2016-17 @S IV, ST 17 AT 2017 I g EHR Y T AMes dies
AISTAT & gl ST T 10 2, 3o Y gl T fafdr & 31ms a1t & a1, ehra

ST &

o “Accordingly, the final redemption date of the above tranche shall be
March 17, 2025,” it said.

" AGTAR, 3N Al iy 3ifaer Aveer fafdr 17 Arer 2025 gyt 75 g 12|
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Dividends from CPSEs exceed RE,
surge to a record 166,000 crore

|GS Paper lll: Investment |

Shishir Sinha
NEW DELHI

Dividends from Central Pu-
blic Sector Enterprises
(CPSEs) have surpassed the
revised estimates (RE) for
the current fiscal, FY25, by
over 10,000 crore, mark-
ing an all-time high.

This figure excludes di-
vidends from public sector
banks and public sector fi-
nancial institutions.

Data from the Depart-
ment of Investment and
Public Asset Management
(DIPAM) show that about
66,000 crore have been
received as dividend from
CPSEs so far. With 16 more
days left in the current fis-

cal, the total amount is

likely to touch about
%67,000 crore.

This amount is a key
component of non-tax re-
venue. It is also likely to
bridge part of the shortfall
in ‘Miscellaneous Capital
Receipts’ (the amount to

be raised through selling of
minority shareholding or
strategic disinvestment by
the government).

Earnings update

The Budget, presented in
July, pegged ‘Dividends
from Public Sector Enter-
prises and other invest-
ments’ at 56,260 crore,
which was lowered to
¥55,000 crore in the RE.
However, the total realisa-
tion till date has surpassed
the previous fiscal’s
$65,381 crore.

At the same time, the
amount under ‘Miscellane-
ous Capital Receipts’ has
reached just 38,625 crore,
as against the RE of

33,000 crore and actual
0f ¥33,121 crore in FY24

According to the Public
Enterprises Survey, there
are 272 operating CPSEs, of
which 212 reported a net
profit of ¥3.43 lakh crore in
FY24, an approximate 48%
increase from %2.18 lakh
crore in FY23.

Dividends declared by
operating CPSEs in FY24
stood at ¥1.23 lakh crore
compared with %1.05 lakh
crore in FY23, marking a
rise of over 16%. Since only
66 CPSEs are listed on the
exchanges, the entire divi-
dend from the CPSEs goes
to the government only.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)

Dividends from CPSEs exceed RE, surge to a record ¥66,000

crore

CPSEs & dTstrer ®eiifere 3 (RE) ¥ 3o, R#ls 266,000

Dividends from Central Public Sector Enterprises (CPSEs) have
surpassed the revised estimates (RE) for FY25 by over ¥10,000 crore,
marking an all-time high.

AT AT 817 & 3UHA (CPSEs) F WATHI o FY25 & AT AT
(RE) &Y 10,000 F13 ¥ 31f&& 9R FT fordm, [9ad 319 a9 &7 3=9dd T

2'.'3"§3TI'I
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e This figure excludes dividends from public sector banks and public sector financial
institutions.

g 3Tehel ot 8T & da) 3N Frdorfas AdT TEATAT O 9T STsier S enfArer st

HIAT|

o Department of Investment and Public Asset Management (DIPAM) data shows that
about ¥66,000 crore have been received as dividends from CPSEs so far.

forder il wrdsifaes wufer yaerer femer (DIPAM) & 31est & 378N, 371 o CPSES &

€66,000 NS T ATHIA IT°T I
o With 16 more days left in the current fiscal, the total amount is likely to reach ¥67,000

crore.
qaAT faera a¥ 7 3rsft 16 foer AW §, S8 e A 267,000 F3 Aok TE=A Y FHHIGAT
gl

e This amount is a key component of non-tax revenue and is likely to bridge part of the
shortfall in ‘Miscellaneous Capital Receipts’ (funds raised through minority
shareholding sales or strategic disinvestment by the government).

Ig TRY AT TG T Teh T T ¢ AR TIHR IR Heqded=h fRragrly fashr ar
oo Rafader & Aregs @ wed g arer Rafaer gElera mitaat & e #r snfas s @
QT = H HgrIh g

Earnings update

3 Y fufa

e The Budget presented in July pegged ‘Dividends from Public Sector Enterprises
and other investments’ at ¥56,260 crore, which was later revised to ¥55,000 crore in
the RE.

FelT$ 7 27 forT T ore & At &t ¥ 3uHAl AR 3 frdert @ amrer &1 3gAE

€56,260 I3 ST 31T AT, TH 916 F FMAT X T55,000 FAF R 31 37137

« However, the total realisation till date has surpassed the previous fiscal’s ¥65,381
crore.

gTelifeh, 31T o T Fal Wifea o e af & 265,381 FU3 F IR F T &

o At the same time, the amount under ‘Miscellaneous Capital Receipts’ has reached
just ¥8,625 crore, compared to the RE of ¥33,000 crore and actual of 33,121 crore in
FY24.

sal eRrer, fafdrer gaftarar sfSerat i TRl el 28,625 FRU3 T Ugeh §, ST9f RE

33,000 FU3 31X FY24 & aredfas wifed 33,121 FE A7

e According to the Public Enterprises Survey, there are 272 operating CPSEs, of which
212 reported a net profit of ¥3.43 lakh crore in FY24, an approximate 48% increase

Page6 1
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from ¥2.18 lakh crore in FY23.
TSIV 3EIH WARTOT & AR, 272 Walferd CPSEs # ¥ 212 & FY24 # ¥3.43 a1

TS T Y ATH Sof R, ST FY23 & T2.18 AT FUS Y Jelall 3 oa1s7ar 48% HAF &

o Dividends declared by operating CPSEs in FY24 stood at ¥1.23 lakh crore,
compared with ¥1.05 lakh crore in FY23, marking a rise of over 16%.

FaTferd CPSEs §aRT FY24 # aif¥e amstier €1.23 1@ F3 I@T, Sidfh FY23 # I T1.05
AT F03 AT, ST 16% A 3AF gafer aar gl

e Since only 66 CPSEs are listed on stock exchanges, the entire dividend from
CPSEs goes to the government only.

If R% 66 CPSEs 8 Feid taadsll W GHaey ¢, SHToIU X1 STHILr Hde FIFR &1 81
wTed BT o

TOPICS COVERED (GS Paper 1V and Essay)

1. The many layers behind the mayhem

TSIl & NS Y F$ WS

society ha av

. p 2 h\
o Z . 3 Sy i i
e B [] b4 (e ing for
% salvo has been fired with the Central
““'v ; f B Fi ¥ lite
n

A spate of violent incidents involving students and teenagers, which include street fights
and brutal attacks aimed at maiming or even killing their peers, have left the State
shell-shocked. Several lives have been lost in the ghastly acts with the future of those
involved tumning bleak. MLP. Praveen and G. Krishnakumar explore the trigger factors
forcing the teenagers into the gruesome acts

Page62

styles, unresolved sibling rivairy,
feuds between family members and
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S Paper IV: Ethics

hen he retires as Principal of a
government school in Pala
district this May, A.K. Anilkumar

5 00

2488

alternative plan if that desire goes
unfulfilled, resulting in aggressive
overreaction with suicidal or homi-

is likely to carry the memory of | Aggressive cidal ramifications,” Dr. Nair says. L
an incident that happened towards the fagend of | behaviour Thampy Mathai, Director of

his 36-year-long career, though he would prefer
to forget it.

In January 2025, the video of a 17-year-old Plus
One student from his school went viral on social
media. Furious over the confiscation of his mo- | be
bile phone, which was not allowed in the school,
the boy could be seen making a death threat at
his teachers, including Anilkumar. It created
such a furore that it prompted the State govern-

by children
toalarge
extent can

attributed to
authoritarian
and violent

Maithri, the Kochi chapter of Be-
frienders Worldwide, a global or-
ganisation working for suicide pre-
vention, points out that “suicidal
tendencies are often rnund to be
triggered by relationships, which, in
the first plau, are built on ﬂecnn;. in-
teractions on social media. When
those relationships go haywire, they

parenting 3 N
ment to order a probe. L“,[ es, 8 are hell-bent on either selees(rucnon
“It was the first such experience in my long e or the destruction of the other partner,”

teaching career. It wasn't the fear of bodily harm
that hurt me but the pain of whether all my years
in teaching have been rewarded in such a man-

ner,” rues Anilkumar. feuds

The 4 a between
er incident in which a man was stabbed to death | 1y

The incident came close on the heels of anoth-

by two minor boys, aged 14 and 16, for allegedly

unresolved

members

he says.
Aseel Muhammed, a social media in- ‘

fluencer and a third-year psychology student

at Farook College, Kozhikode, accuses the older

generation of setting the narrative over the vio-

lent conduct of the new generation and the

mainstream media running debates pandering

questioning the public use of drugs at Thekkinka- | 1 with to that.
du Maidan in Thrissur district on the New Year | 4Nd with
o neigl s, | “c Seites s

Since then, a spate of violent incidents involv- | and lack of “The older generation who runs the system is
ing youngsters has struck Kerala, claiming many | parental not willing to admit their follies in parenting and
lives and disrupting several families. A gang war- supervision. deficiencies in academic curriculum. They are
like clash between two groups of teenage stu- % even unwilling for a course correction. They,

AMRUTH G. p . A n B

dents led to the death of a 15-year-old boy at | xumar along with the media, are impatient to wrap up

‘Thamarassery in Kozhikode. Several instance:
group clashes involving school students have

of | Professorof
Education, School

the debate by finding convenient scapegoats
such as cinema and solutions like bringing back

. : s of Educ: , . ’ e
gone viral on social media. Conl e v | corporal punishment to straighten up the chil-
of Kerala " | dren. The stre | surroundings in which chil

Many trigger factors
The violent incidents involving schoolchildren
and teenagers have triggered a debate about
what has gone wrong with the youth. While some
blame it on the drug menace and the alleged in-
fluence of violent movies, others have raised
deeper concerns lhal include gaps in parenting,
mental h d the impact of tech
and social media on Gen

Arun B. Nair, Professor of Psychiatry, Govern-
ment Medical College, Thiruvananthapuram,
feels that the younger generation is facing a social
disconnect syndrome, which has been exacer-
bated by the COVID-19 lockdowns and the digital
revolution.

“Digital revolution

appears to have made hu-
mans more impulsive and impatient. The revolu-
tion, which facilitates instant fulfilment of a de

sire, whether going for a movie or expressing
love, has also eliminated the previously existent
time lapse between a desire and gratification.

‘This leaves the brain hardly any time to evolve an

dren are growing, their emotional well-being,
and lack of avenues to express themselves are of-
ten neglected,” he says.

Amruth G. Kumar, Professor of Education,
School of Education, Central University of Kera-
la, attributes the child aggression to a large ex-
tent to the authoritarian and violent parenting

The younger

have tri
killings
feel the
celebra

by the COVID-19 lockdowns
and the digital revolution.
ARUN B. NAIR

Professor of Psychiatry, inel
Government Medical College, unknd .“Inhl"'
Thiruvananthapuram BLESSY

Filmmaker

onscreen knowingly or

SR —
with neighbours, and lack of paren-
tal supervision.
“Violence can be used as a tool to es-
tablish dominance and status in peer
groups. Students grab this idea from
their surroundings. Violence for domi-
nance is rampant around them and if
the family environment also suggests
that violence is an effective means for
gaining control or respect, children
tend to emulate it,” he sa
S

Py s oou T i
help. Wullung in >|lus will not help but collective
societal efforts are needed. Also, scientific studies

on behaviour of the youth are needed,” he says.

Collaborative approach called for

Prof. Kumar has called for the elimination of un-

democrati ces in households and society as

the first step towards preventing violence among

children, besides a collaborative approach from

the family, school, and communit
“Parents shall provide emotic

ich had an l)\‘(!l'dﬂ.\L of
violence and reapcd success at the box of-

fice, had tried to normalise killings or mur-

dering. “1 feel there is an attempt o cele-
brate such
unknowingly,” y
Muhsin Parari, a popular scriptwriter, ques-
tions the very premise of the debate, which he al-
leges has put the entire Gen Z under the needle of
suspicion. “Have we carried out any scientific stu-
dy yet on whether there is a spike in violence
among the youth? Isn’t it irresponsible to make
such inferences without concrete data-based evi-
dence?" he wonders. Coming to the defence of ci-
Parari feels that the grip of a social media
giant on public opinion was way more dangerous
than cinema'’s influence on the youth. The public
falls for algorithm-driven sensationalism and po-
pulism, producing absurd paranoia to evade ac-

countability, he says.

Blessy agrees that the blame of instilling ag-
gression and violence in the minds of the youth
cannot be placed on cinema alone, as it figures
among several other psychological and social is
sues prevalent in society. “But cinema is capable
of an instant transfer of an emotion to the au-
dience,” he says.

A few members of the film fraternity, who pre-
ferred not to be quoted, share the apprehension
that the debate may even lead to backdoor cen-
sorship of cinemas, which, according to them,

Q! A few recent Q
Malayalam movies

ied to norm
or murdering. |
Te is an atempt to
te such violence

The many layers behind the mayhe_r—n

3IRTSThdT & NS Y 5 W

A spate of violent incidents involving students and teenagers,
including street fights and brutal attacks, has shocked the State.

B1At 3R freRY @ 53w gt it aex, st w3 sors s g goret
A &, F T ) SR F @ A ¢l

e Several lives have been lost in these gruesome acts, leaving the future of those
involved uncertain.

SoT STATAE TSI & FE Al 1 ST el 1S, 5T enfAer et 1 srfasy srfaRaa &

AT

A shocking school i

ncident

UF Glhret aTell Fhel geal

Address

Email Id :
Contact Number
Website : patriot

9971932488
icias.in

3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road,
info@patrioticias.in

but portraying them as
foundational issues will not
help. Working in silc
help, collective societal efforts
are needed.

P. VIJAYAN
Additional Director General of
Police, Intelligence

asafe h for their children. Also,
schools should learn to decode the cues to under-
stand the problems students face at home and in
the community, their fears, and concerns. Rather
than having a counsellor in every school, every
teacher needs to become a psychologist who un-
derstands the child,” he says.

Dr. Nair finds faulty paremmg practices as pro-
blematic, espec * 1 o g
tion during their

ildren’s adolescence.

Authoritative parenting need of the hour
“Adolescents often complain that parents either
don’t listen to their problems or trivialise them
while parents complain of their adolescent chil-
dren being not obedient. What is needed is not
authol ian parenting, which the previous gen-
erations were used to, but authoritative parent-
ing, which is a blend of affection and discipline.
Parents need to understand that their children
were born in a more rights-based world with
greater emphasis on personal rights and space,”
Dr. Nair says.

He also warns that addiction to gadgets and
graphically violent online games could serve as a
trigger to a generation, which is already subject
ed to faulty parenting and is impatient and impul-
sive owing to their over exposure to digital
technology.

Anilkumar remains worried about the
sive behaviour of his teenaged student. So are
many parents and teachers about the lives of the
youth lost to violence on the streets.

sery

will not
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e InJanuary 2025, a video of a 17-year-old Plus One student from a government
school in Palakkad went viral.

STerall 2025 H, TeFHS & Th TSN THel o 17 THT oor@ a7 o1 7 AT araer gam|

e The student, angry over the confiscation of his mobile phone, was seen threatening
his teachers with death, including Principal A.K. Anilkumar.

AT BT STed fFT AT W AR S o 3797 RA&TH A ST T AR A g7 &), f5gad
TUTATIT T3, AfAadaAr off enfaer &

e Theincident caused an uproar, leading the State government to order a probe.
= "eAT W §ITAT AT 3147, TGP HRUT TeT AIHR A ST F e fu|

o Anilkumar, set to retire in May after 36 years, expressed deep disappointment over
the incident.

FfATFAR, S 7E F 36 Arer AT Aa1 & 916 Farfagd g aTel §, A 37 g1 W A fazren
aFd $|

Other violent incidents
I f§9+ geaw

e Shortly after, two minor boys (14 and 16 years old) fatally stabbed a man in Thrissur
on New Year's Eve for guestioning their public drug use.

$H& L d1G, 14 3 16 Feffer &Y Aranforer a3l & € ATer i qF weAqr 91 AR A v
caferd T AT ARSI &A1 X &Y, Fifeh 3T Ardarferas TATeT 9T avefielt qamsit & suer w
HaTer 35T 47|

e A gang war between two teenage groups led to the death of a 15-year-old boy in
Thamarassery, Kozhikode.

FIAHIS F AN 7 aF fre woggh & i dHarar 7 15 affy as& A Ala g o)
e Several group clashes among school students have gone viral on social media.

T BTl & ST FF THg HS! & AT Wrerer HAFFAT 9T IR 81 70 B |

Many trigger factors

% SR & Tt TeaT

e Therise inviolent acts by teenagers has sparked a debate on causes.
fFeiRY ganT Tgd fFaT 2 s6s FRUT R ag@ 33 A 2

e Some blame the drug menace and violent movies, while others point to parenting
gaps, mental health issues, and social media influence.

Fo AT 5 aefiel garat F waEr AR o Reenl 1 gerna Al €, Stdfeh 3 qrele-
qiyor 1 IR, AARAF Tareey FREAHT 3R arerd AT yoma i GFAeR sga B

Expert Opinions
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e Dr. Arun B. Nair, Professor of Psychiatry, believes teenagers are facing social
disconnect syndrome, worsened by the COVID-19 lockdowns and the digital
revolution.

AT fRcaT SET 3rF0T Y. AR A1 AT § T foheiIT |raTfore 3rerena A @ 551 @
g, ST F1AS-19 dATrs3 3R Bfoed Hifa & wrRor 3R 96 AT B

o The digital revolution has made youth impulsive and impatient, reducing time for
alternative decision-making, which leads to aggressive reactions.

RfSrea wifar a1 garait 1 arderefter 3k ey @ o @, o faspew | 1 9o a1
A T 8, 3R sTer IR 3w wfafRanst # REar g
e Thampy Mathai, Director of Maithri, states that suicidal tendencies among youth

arise from social media-based relationships, which often end in self-destruction or
violence.

AN Warsa & e ot FAUTE & TR, Farat F smcgcar F ygfr 3R Averer AfET
menia Neat O 3cue gidY &, Y Ter-Ta=imer a1 ffar & 9ge sy &1

o Aseel Muhammed, a social media influencer, argues that older generations unfairly
blame youth, while the mainstream media exaggerates their actions.

Hrerer AT FeFAUER AT HEFHG 1 ATAAT & o Tt It Farait Y arerar ol @ A
&elt &, STafer ey A #Af3AT 9% Fraf F aor-agET U FA §

Convenient scapegoats’

‘GiAETSTeTeh dfel & ThY

e Older generations running the system refuse to admit their parenting mistakes and
academic curriculum deficiencies.

qrett Y, ST STaE T T WY 8, 3= qrerer-giwor Y arafaat 3 AfEE areamea #r
FIAAT BT FHFR FIA & FAFR FLA o

¢ Instead of making course corrections, they and the media prefer blaming cinema and
suggesting corporal punishment as a solution.

YUR FA & T, 9 AR A1, RaAmsera i et sgaen 3R iR &g 1 qamn= &
T H FHATAT THE A & |

o Children’s emotional well-being, stressful surroundings, and lack of self-
expression avenues are often ignored.

Tt Y sraTeHe Ry, aaraqet ararawor, 3N T FY SqFT A F AIUAL HYFH A
3TFER ASRIAGTST R SITetT &

Parental influence on child aggression
gedl A IMFHASAT W ATT-RAaT T g3ma

Page65

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in



https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

[®)
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

Prof. Amruth G. Kumar attributes child aggression to violent parenting, unresolved
sibling rivalry, and family disputes.

W, 3 SN, FAR o 3TAR, Fol Y AHTHSAT T HRUT FHF qrereT-aIor, $H1$-Tg11 HY
wide@efadn, 3 oiaRe gers &

Children adopt violence as a tool for dominance if their environment normalizes it.

e TTal FT aTaTaor AT F AHET AT §, O I 3 IHIT FTAT & ad & T H
39T §

Impact of cinema

RSAT &1 9HT

Filmmaker Blessy says some Malayalam films with excessive violence have
normalized Killings.

frear sTar saelt &1 gt § & o Feraras fres, [ srcafts far e, S gt

WA a1 fear §1
Scriptwriter Muhsin Parari argues that no scientific study proves an increase in
youth violence, and blaming Gen Z is unfair.

feree TEex AEfer il 1 A § 6 A1 Ao sreaaer g5 wifae agt wvar B
gansit 7 e 7t §, 3N STererT Z i Qw & R ¥

Parari claims that social media algorithms manipulate public opinion more than
cinema.

WRIRY F1 grar § & dhere 3w F venRea Stardr F 17 & f{aar @ 38« yanfaa #@
gl
Filmmakers fear this debate may lead to hidden censorship on movies.

frew fTar Rifaa § & I 950 Rreal 1 ea Aol &1 37 o o7 Jad ¢

Law enforcement perspective

Hlefall TTehIOT

P. Vijayan, ADGP (Intelligence), warns that blaming a few factors leads to
incomplete conclusions.

. feraer, vl (Fefasi) 1 Are § o Fo fer-ga R w1 2 o sl frsest
I 3 of SATAT B

Deteriorating mental health, pleasure-seeking behavior, and loss of values
influence youth violence.

e afae Fareew, gEar! ygi, 3R et $1 w0 ganit fr Far # vnfida s
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Films and drugs may be triggers, but scientific studies on youth behavior are
necessary.

et 3l arefiel gare e &) Tt €, fchel Jamsit & saagR W dwfad sreaer
ITaeTF &

A collaborative approach is needed
AR T T TR

Prof. Kumar suggests eliminating undemocratic spaces in households to reduce
youth violence.

W FAR GG &t § o o 3F Aremend Avgter Y waATed e gar fFar #1 F9 Fa F v
HTIRTF |

Families, schools, and communities must work together to provide emotional
security for children.

aRaR, T, 3R Toger 1 Aot goai & T sraseAs gRan gfRad S afgu)
Teachers should act as psychologists to understand student fears and concerns.

freTe! Y AN HY dE FTH HIAT AT dTfeh 3 STET HT gAEAT 3T Ranst i
A TS|

Authoritative parenting over authoritarian parenting

ATTRITEY 9TeeT-IS0T & STy 37e7enfe AR EAE arereT-gior

Dr. Nair suggests authoritative parenting, which balances discipline and affection
instead of strict authoritarian parenting.

ST, AR T 3R FAL ITel=T-9INor (authoritative parenting) #Y Wallg &d 8, i1

FON HATHATHS UTelel-4IOT (authoritarian parenting) & 96 g1
Adolescents feel unheard, while parents feel their children are disobedient.

faReiRY &t oraraT § o 3ot ot o1t et et Srafer ATar-Rrar Y werar @ 7 39 a2
HTATHRT 81 &

Modern children grow up in a rights-based world, so parents must acknowledge
their personal space.

IS & Fe1 0F HAFR-3meRa gferar 7 93 81 1@ 8, safov ATar-frar #r 37 safFaera
FITT &Y THHR HIT F1RT|

Excessive gadget use and violent online games could aggravate aggression in
digitally exposed youth.

Frcafas A suaer 3R e sfererse o Bioea gfaar & wenfaa gansdt 7 smwmswar
T HHA &
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Lingering worries about youth violence

T AT Y A Fgdt Rare

e Anilkumar remains worried about the aggressive behavior of his student.
sferdaAr areft oft 3rqet BT & IMFWF cgaER A A Rifaa B
o Parents and teachers fear losing more youth to street violence.

-y 3k frere Rifaa ¥ & 3k gar w5« ffar & R e a8

TOPICS COVERED (PCS Special)

1. Syria’s new constitution gives sweeping powers, offers no
protection for minorities

R 7 7T GRS aTIw FOFR a7 §, HTHETD] D IS
&I AL &l
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Syria’s new constitution gives sweeping

pOWers, 0

[PCs

Agence France-Presse
BEIRUT

Syria’'s new temporary
constitution concentrates
power in hands of interim
President Abu Mohammad
al-Jolani, also known as
Ahmed al-Sharaa, and fails
to include enough protec-
tions for minorities, ex-
perts warn. The declara-
tion, signed into law on
Thursday, establishes a
five-year transitional pe-
riod and follows the top-
pling of Bashar al-Assad’s
repressive government by
Islamist-led rebels after
nearly 14 years of civil war.

“The constitutional de-
claration grants absolute
powers to the interim Pre-
sident,” said Sam Dallah, a
constitutional law profes-

Abu Mohammad al-Jolani

sor and former spokesper-
son for the drafting com-
mittee of the 2012
constitution, who left Syria
after the outbreak of the ci-
vil war.

He said it establishes “a
presidential-type regime”,
where executive power
rests with the interim Pre-
sident and the Ministers he
appoints, and does not in-

clude a post of Prime
Minister.

Under the new frame-
work, elections based on a
new constitution will take
place only after the transi-
tional period.

According to the tem-
porary constitution, Mr. Jo-
lani “appoints one-third”
of the members of the fu-
ture assembly and forms a
committee to select the
members of the electoral
college that will elect the
remaining parliamentar-
ians.

Although the document
describes the judiciary as
“independent”, it gives the
interim President the pow-
er to appoint members of
the Supreme Constitution-
al Court, the country’s
highest judicial authority.

ffers no protection for minority
|

“The concentration of
powers in the hands of a
single person will inevita-
bly lead to the monopolisa-
tion of decision-making,”
the expert warned.

While the constitutional
declaration draws heavily
from previous constitu-
tions, it no longer includes
mention of democracy.

One key change from
the previous constitution is
that Islamic jurisprudence
is now described as “the
principal source” of legisla-
tion, rather than just “a
principal source”.

Islam remains the reli-
gion of the head of state,
Arabic the sole official lan-
guage and the constitution-
al declaration offers no
guarantees or protections
for Syria’s minorities.

Syria’s new constitution gives sweeping powers, offers no
protection for minorities

T F71 731 iU cage IVFER a1 8, FTHETH! F FIS
G&TT T8l &l
Syria’s new temporary constitution concentrates power in the hands

of interim President Abu Mohammad al-Jolani (also known as Ahmed
al-Sharaa).

T &1 7127 reardt wiawe srale Wseafa 3 AlgFag Ira-siaer (Ges
HEHAS HA-ART & ATH T 3t ST 1T B) & &) & afFa Fga Far &

e Experts warn that the constitution fails to include enough protections for minorities.

fareI=AT o Acraeht & & o wiaenT # sreqweas! & forw waicd JRaT 3ury anfder 74T 81
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Transitional period and governance structure

HHATHTT T 3R e T

The constitutional declaration, signed into law on Thursday, establishes a five-year
transitional period.

AR I FlefeT & T H FEAETRT Ig Faunfas wIyom, i |l Y GhHAvHTellT srafer
feTRa wedr g

The new system follows the toppling of Bashar al-Assad’s government by Islamist-
led rebels after 14 years of civil war.

Ig T AT 14 Tt & IS o dTc; sEareT Rl garT 3R re-3r0e Y TWEFR
forTeY < e @y g3

The constitution grants absolute powers to the interim President, who controls
executive authority and appoints Ministers.

HiqureT 3aier sgafar i qut ftsr aar &, St FriwRY afFa 1 g wd § 3R
#frt i Pl awa &)
The system does not include a Prime Minister, making it a presidential-type regime.

S YUTTel 7 TUTAH T F1E Ug A1 8, [T I8 Teeafa-enfla o=t qorel s+ St §1

Election framework and judiciary control

TATd JOTTel! 3 Ao 93 fazsor

Elections will be held only after the five-year transitional period under a new
permanent constitution.

% TR WIAUTST F dg AT hael T ATl HT HHHACHTeANT I & a1 giat |
The interim President appoints one-third of the future assembly members and
controls the selection of the electoral college for electing the rest.

FHARA Tgafa sfasy F erawsm F vF-fags wewal f fgfFa wwa ¢ 3k e
A F T I AT Fd &

Though the document describes the judiciary as independent, it gives the interim
President the power to appoint members of the Supreme Constitutional Court.

SEATAST F FATIIITIRT Y TAAT AT AT 8, ifched Tg raRe wseqfa i wafea
Henfas =aaTeT & wewdl f PgRd &1 AR AT

Experts warn that this concentration of power will lead to monopolization of
decision-making.

It 1 gt § T afFd F1 a8 Fdraor Aoy aa Y ufFar & vEfReER ST IR
ST
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Key constitutional changes
"faerT # oy sgae
e Unlike previous constitutions, the new declaration no longer mentions democracy.
oo gfaumE & {udd, 73 9ivor & AT FT HIS Sedd A1 8|

e Islamic jurisprudence is now described as “the principal source” of legislation,
instead of “a principal source”.

SEATHT ATAATE T 379 FIefl T “HET Al TAT IAT €, STofh Tl T§ “Th GHE
| Tl

e Islam remains the official religion of the head of state, and Arabic remains the sole
official language.

SEATH ST YW T HTAFIRE 43 q7 @M, 3R 3R vhaATT MAFIRSE $1797 =it @it

e The new constitution offers no guarantees or protections for Syria’s minorities.

T Higtne WA F IeTHeaH & v FI$ AT A1 TRE vgT AT Fan|
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